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laf? Journal, 


rue fecond part of this curious and enter- 
taining Hiftory begins with an account of 
Cefar Borgia’s difingenuity in concealing the Dif- 


penfation which Pope Alexander had {ent by him 
to King Lewis, about marrying the Du- é 
chefs of Britany ; and how Borgza’s concealing ] 
it was detected by the Bifhop of Setta, for £ 
which he fent him out of the world. Next is — ¢ 
a defcription of the Ceremonies ufed in putting C 
the Cardinal’s Hat on the Archbifhop of Rhoan’s fe 
head : Then of the repulfe Borgia met with in gi 
his intended marriage with Charlotta, K. Fre- In 
i, derick’s daughter; and how he afterwards efpou- ar 
i fed Madam D’Alberet, the K. of Navarre’s fifter. B 
a Mr. Gordon then, from Guicciardin and others, pr 
i defcribes the march and progrefs of another ar- at 
i my of French into Italy, for conquering Mi- 
lan, and once more invading Naples ; of Lo- TO! 






doick Sforza’s fear thereat, and his abandoning 
his Dutchy: His flight into Germany ; Count 
Gaiazzio’s perfidioufnefs, and the ingratitude of 
Sforza’s Governors, and treachery of the Mi- the 
niftry in whom he trufted. What follows is an 
accurate and diverting account how Pope Ale 
xander's 
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xauder’s Courier was arrefted in the State of 
Milan, and how his horrid fchemes were there- 
by deteéted, and in what a barbarous and out- 
rageous manner that Pope revenged himfelf on 
thofe who were innocent, and ruin’d them for 
no other reafon but becaufe they were Sforza’s 
Allies and friends. Then is a diftinét narrative 
of the luxury and unprecedented pomp made 
ufe of by the Borgians, on the Pope’s daugh- 
ter’s journey to, and taking poffeffion of the 
Dutchy of Spoleto. Next, of Alexander’s ufurp- 
ing the eftates of the Sforza family in the Ec- 
clefiaftical dominions ; and how the Gaetani 
were ftrangled by the Pope’s orders, and their 
{tate of Sermoneta, barbaroufly ufurped and ta- 
ken from them. Next is a full account of K. 
Lewis’s joining with the Borgians, and ftreng- 
thening their hands in iniquity for plundering 
and feizing on the properties of the other Ita- 
lian Princes Vicars in Romagna ; of Ce/ar Bor- 
gia’s befieging and taking from the Riarii their 
towns of Mola and Forli, and of the very ftrange 
contrivance of Tomafino the Mufician for pre- 
ferving Forli trom the ufurpations of the Bor- 
gians, by contriving to poifon Pope Alexander 5 
in what manner this confpiracy was detected, 
and how Forli fell at laft into the hands of the 
Borgians, and the Lady Catherina Sforza made 
prifoner, and fent to the caftle of St. Angelo 
at Rome. 

Then comes an ample detail of the barba-= 
rous manner how Duke Valentine poifoned his 
near relation Jovanni the Legate, and the cir- 
cumftances of his miferable death: As alfo how 
inhumanly Borgia murder’d Cerviglion, becaufe 
the latter refented his debauching his wife ; and 
how the fame outrageous monfter poifon’d Mon- 
figneur Agnelli, Archbifhop of Cofenza, at his 
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own table. Then our Author defcribes in what 
a fhocking manner Pope Alexander encouraged 
fimony at Rome, and in what a fcandalous way 


things were trania¢ted there. After this Mr. Gor-. 


don refumes the hiftorical narrative relating to 
Lodoick Sforza’s return to Milan, and repoffef- 
fing himfelf of part of his dominions. Next, 
how Borgia’s enterprize againft the Vicars in 
Romagna was interrupted tor a while, and the 
caufe thereof. ‘Then is related how Borgia went 
to Rome, and his pompous and oftentatious 
entry there ; of the audience he had of his fa- 
ther the Pope, and the f{peeches they publickly 
made to each other, 


After this is a full narrative of that fhocking 
ftory about Pope Alexander’s granting a Difpen- 
fation to the King of Hungary for divorcing his 
Queen Beatrix, on purpofe that the former might 
marry a woman he was in love with ; and of 
Alexander's reward for granting that Difpenfa- 
tion. 

Next is a very full account how Lodoick 
Sforza returned to Milan by the favour of his 
fubjeéts there, and how he repoffeffed himfelf 
of part of his dominions ; but was for all that 
cruelly and treacheroufly betray’d by the Swifs 
troops in his fervice, and in difguize deliver’d 
over a prey to his enemies the French, and fent 
to that kingdom a prifoner for life : Of his bro- 
ther the Cardinal’s flight from Milan, and how 
he and fome of his followers were betray’d by 
Currado Lando, in whofe houfe in his flight he 
had ftopp’d to refrefh himfelf; and how that 
Cardinal was fent prifoner to Venice, and from 
thence to France. Next is an account of the 
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roth part of all Ecclefiaftical benefices in Eu- 
rope, for carrying on a fham war againft the 
Turk : The other Bull was to raife the roth of 
the wealth of the Jews throughout Europe. The 
treafure thefe two ftratagems brought him in is 
{carcely to be credited; all which, inftead ot 
making war on the Turk, was made ufe of to 
war againft Chriftians, the poor diftreffed Prin- 
ces and Vicars in Romagna. Among other 
particulars Cardinal Bembo mentions, that with- 
in the Venetian territories alone, from the roth of 
the Ecclefiaftical revenues there, Alexander raifed 
"99 pound weight of gold, which with the 
other vaft treafure was pocketed by the Borgi~ 
ans for themfelves, to fupport their own luxury. 
ufurpation and extravagance. How this Pope 
trick’d the Venetians about their armament of 
gallies againft the Turk, this part of this curious 
Hiftory is no lefs furprizing than entertaining. 


Mr. Gordon after this relates two remarkable 
admonitions of Providence, for deterring the 
Pope from continuing in his horrid iniquities. 
Firft, by the falling of a huge beam of iron 
from the roof of St. Peter’s, which driving thro’ 
the cieling of the room above his head, fell 
within a tew inches of crufhing him to pieces ; 
and again, the next day the whole roof of a 
room in the Vatican fell in on the floor where 
Alexander was ftanding, and altho’ feveral un- 
fortunate perfons were crufh’d to death, yet 
Providence {pared A/exander at that time, in 
order to chaftife his crimes in a more exemplary 
and frightful manner thereafter. Next is an 
account of Alphonfo of Arragon, Lucretia Bor- 
gias husband, how his brother-in-law Ce/ar 
Borgia Cwith the Pope’s connivance) caufed 
L, 3 the 
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the former to be affaffinated, and when reco- 
ver'd of his wounds ftrangled in his bed, on 
purpofe that the daughter might get a new 
husband. 

After this our Author gives us an account 
how Pope Alexander and Borgia his fon ufurped 
the city of Pefaro from Giovanni Sforza ; and 
how Pandolfo Malatefti of Rimini was forced 
to give up his city to the rapacious Borgians. 
Then is an ample narrative how Ce/ar Borgia 
befieged Faenza, with an intention to ufurp it 
from Aftor Manfredi; and how he was repeat- 
edly repulfed from thence. 


Next is a moft entertaining and accurate ac- 
count how Ce/ar Borgia intercepted the wife 
of Caraccioli on her journey, going from Ur- 
bin to Venice to her husband ; and how the 
Barbarian Borgia, in order to fatiate his luft on 
that Lady, feized on her and carried her off, at 
the expence of the blood and lives of her At- 
tendants ; how he debauched and ravifh’d her ; 
and in what manner the husband and the Se- 
nate of Venice (whofe General Caraccioli was ) 
refented the fact. This ftory is perhaps the 
moft extraordinary and aftonifhing piece of vil- 
lany, and not to be match’d in ancient or mo- 
dern Hiftory. ‘Then is continued the narrative 
how Ce/ar Borgia again attack’d Faenza, and 
the brave refiftance he met with from the be- 
fieged : Of the latter’s furrendring by capitula- 
tion. How Borgia violated the articles thereof 
with regard to Aftor Manfredi the true Sove- 
reign ; and how that innocent Lord was be- 
tray’d by the villanous Ufurper, and treated in a 
manner fo fhocking, as the laws of modefty can- 


not permit to be named among Chriftians. How 
he 
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he was fent prifoner to Rome, and ftrangled 
within the caftle of St. Angelo, and thrown in- 
to the Ziver. How his body, together with that 
of his younger brother, and the wife of Carac- 
cioli, were afterwards found with a bow-ftring 
about their necks, and their hands tied, in the 
river Tiler, 


Next is related how Pope Alexander pretend- 
ed to fet a boundary to the conqueft of the Spa- 
niards and Portugueze in the Weft-Indies : Some 
account of the difcovery of America at that 
time. Then is a relation of Ce/ar Borgia’s at- 
tacking Bologna, and how he was obliged to 
defift trom that enterprize by the command of 
the K. of France. Next, of K. Lewis’s refo- 
lution to divide the Kingdom of Naples be- 
tween him and the King of Spain: How King 
Frederick was deluded and betray’d by the lat- 
ter. After this he relates how Borgza in an 
hoftile manner invaded Tufcany, and of his de- 
figns to ufurp that dominion to himfelf: How 
he was forced to defift from that furprizing un- 
dertaking by the exprefs command of the King 
of France ; and of Borgia’ s cruelties and deva- 
{tations within that territory. ‘Then, how he 
and his father the Pope feized upon the Eftates 
of the Families of Colonna and Savelli, within 
the Ecclefiaftical Territories : How they feized 
on the wealth and effeéts of the Cardinal Della 
Rovere, and of Cardinal Zeno, to which the 
Republick of Venice was left heir. What is 
{aid by Mr. Gordon of the Borgians defigns of 
plundering Cardinal Prafede of his riches and 
effeéts, is no lefs entertaining than curious : 
How the Pope’s family fell out among them- 
L 4 {elves 
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felves about dividing the riches of Pietro Cas 
renza. 

After this we have related, how the agree- 
ment and league between France, Spain and the 
Pope, was publifhed in St. Peter’s Church, and 
the cruel ufage King Frederick of Naples met 
with from the K. of Spain his relation : Of the 
fuccefs of the French army in conquering Na- 
ples. How Capua was furrender’d to the French ; 
and how K. Frederick gave up his Kingdom to 
that nation, and was contented to retire to 
France, and fpend the reft of his days in a pri- 
vate ftation. Next is related how Ce/far Borgia 
attacked the territory of Piombino ; and of Ap- 
piano Lord of that place his vain attempts for 
having protection from the French. After this 
is an account of Pope Alexander’s Inceft with 
his own daughter Lucretia. As to the truth of 
that fhocking faét, Mr. Gordon has confirm’d it 
from very authentick accounts, and from a re- 
markable paffage which has been caftrated in 
the printed Editions of Guicciardin’s Hiftory. 
This whole paffage, as it is in that Author’s ori- 


ginal MS, Mr. Gordon has printed verbatin, ° 


and given us an Englifh and faithful tranflation 
thereof in the body of his book, 


Then we have a defcription of Lucretia Borgia’s 
marriage with Alphonfo of Efte, of Ferrara, 
and of the pomp, luxury and oftentation, made 
ufe of by the Borgians on that occafion. As 
thefe particulars have been colleéted by Mr. Gor- 
don trom Burchardus’s Diarium, {o has he from 
the faid Author given us fome other inftances 
and particulars relating to the brutal lewdnefs 
of that Pope and his family, which almoft fur- 
pafies belief, tho’ the whole is made clear, and 
Bure 





PP jeand mpeg ‘so ) te gen 7 ~~. o 


cefph SD ot 








Art. 19. the Republick of Letters. 169 


Burchardus’s own words quoted and confirm’d 
by other Hiftorians. _What is alfo related about 
Cefar Borgia’s barbarity to the perfon who up- 
braided him for his crimes in a mafquerade ha- 
bit, is a very fhocking and horrid inftance of 
cruelty. Nor is that relating to Giovanni Lo- 
renzo, a Venetian, lefs inhuman and barbarous. 
But above all, I recommend the Reader to the 
Lettér wrote ‘by an anonymous hand to Sylvio 
de Sabellis, which is an exact fummary and re- 
capitulation of Pope Alexander and his fon Bor 
gia’s villanies. This Letter Mr. Gordon (from 
Burchardus) has given us an excellent tranflati- 
on of from the Latin, and the original he has 
printed in his Appendix. What regards his 
Holinefs’s journey to the eftate of the Colonna 
family, and his behaviour and cruelties there, is 
well worth remarking 5 ; and the danger Alexan- 
der encounter’d of his being fhipw reck’d coming 
from Piombino, is alfo very curious and enter- 
taining. 


From this Mr. Gordon refumes the thread of 
the hiftorical narrative, and fhews the origin 
and caufe of the difference which happen’d be- 
tween the French and Spaniards about the di- 
vifion of the Kingdom of Naples. ‘Then is re- 
lated the revolt which happen’d within Arezzio 
from the Florentine Government. What tol- 
lows with regard to Ce/ar Borgia’s treacherous 
ufurpation of the State of Urbin, I recommend 
to the Reader, as one of the moft extraordi- 
nary pieces of cunning and guile that perhaps 
the world ever heard of ; nor do I think the 
like can be match’d in Hiftory. Mr. Gordon 


has been very ample and diffufive on this head ; 


and the whole is indeed told with great truth 
and 
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and juftice. Nor is the ftory of Borgia’s laying 
a trap to en{nare Cardinal della Rovere lefs cu- 
rious than furprizing, and cannot fail enter- 
taining the Reader. What is related about be- 
fieging and taking Camerino, is moft curious, 
and a pregnant example of Borgia’s fcarcely de- 
ferving the name of a human creature. 


Next we have an account of the Alliance 
made among the Italian Princes for acting of- 
fenfively again{ft the Borgians, and chaftizing 
their barbarities ; and how that glorious defign 
was render’d abortive on account of the deceit 
and tricking of Lewis XII. King of France. 
The Letter which the Venetians wrote Lewis 
on that occafion, I find Mr. Gordon has given 
the original of it in the margin of his book, 
and tranflated it verbatzi in the body of the 
work. 

‘Then is defcrib’d the progrefs of the French 
army in the Kingdom of Naples, and how 
the State of Urbin was in the mean time reco- 
ver'd out of the hands of the Borgians. The 
reflections made by the other people of Italy on 
theic Princes uniting againft Borgza, are very 
curious and inftructive ; as is Ce/ar Borgia’s ex- 
tricating himfelf out of the difficulties that alli- 
ance threw him in: An admirable inftance this 
of his fagacity and diabolical cunning ! Then 
we have an account of the fuccefs the confede- 
rate Princes of Italy’s arms met with in ating 
again{t Borgia, and the defeat of the troops of 
the latter near Imola, where the ruffian Miche- 
lotto ( Borgia’s General) made his efcape to 
Pefaro, at which place he ftrangled Venantio, 
and Hannibal Varano Lord of Camerino. Af- 
ter this is a curious defcription how Cefar Bor- 
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gia allured Paulo Orfino for making up the dif- 
ference between Borgia himfelf and the Family 
cf Orfini ; and how Paulo was entrapped by his 
fair and falfe promifes to his own and family’s 
ruin and deftruction. Then we have related in 
what manner Borgza made a fham agreement 
with the Orfini and other Princes of Italy, who 
had enter’d into a Confederacy again{t him. 
Next is an account of Borgza’s recovering the 
poffeffion of the Dutchy of Urbin, and how he 
turned his Forces againft, and took Sini- 


gaplia. 


What follows is that moft tragical and fur- 
prizing narrative about Borgia’s betraying and 
murdering the forefaid Paulo Orfino, the Duke 
of Gravina, Vitellozio, and Liverotto da Ter- 
mo ; in which I perceive Mr. Gordon has en- 
tirely followed Machiavel’s account, and tran- 
flated him word for word, as ’tis defcribed in 
the faid Machiavel’s chapter Del modo Tenuto 
dal Duca Valentino, &c. What Tomafi adds 
more*%than Machiavel has faid, Mr. Gordon has 
likewife given us with very great exactnefs ; fo 
that the whole account in Mr. Gordon’s book is 
much more full and accurate than has yet been 
offer’d to the publick. 


Then follows an account of Pope Alexander’s 
treachery to Cardinal Orfino ; how the latter 
was feized, and he and his friends confin’d with- 
in the caftle St. Angelo, where (by the Pope’s 
order) that Cardinal was poifon’d. Next, of 
Cefar Borgia’s barbarity in the State of Perin- 
gia; of Pandolfo Petrucci’s being obliged to. 
fly from thence ; of Valentine’s befiezing Bruc- 
clano, and his being forced to defift trom that 
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enterprize by order of the King of France : Of 
his and the Pope's ather cruelties to the Family 
of Orfino. | 

After this we have a full account of the Peace 
made between K. Lewis and the Archduke of Au- 
ftria at Bles ; of Cardinal D’ Efte’s flight from 
Rome, for having rival’d Borgza in an amour 
with Donna Sancia, the latter’s fifter-in-law, 
Next is a full narrative of the unfortunate turn 
the French affairs took within the Kingdom of 
Naples, and of their defeat near Terranuova : 
Of Benarida the Spanifh General’s arrival at 
Meffina with reinforcements ; of the Spaniards 
hardfhips within the town of Barletta; of Con- 
falvo’s private march from thence to Rabos, and 
of his victory there. 


Then follows a moft diftinét and accu- 
rate account of the famous combat between 
thirteen Italians chofen out of the Spanifh camp, 
and the like number of French ; of the com- 
pleat victory the Italians obtained on that oc- 
cafion. This tranfaétion is one of the moft cy- 
rious Incidents to be met with any where,. and 
extreme entertaining. Next are exhibited theAr- 
ticles of Peace made between K. Lewis and the 
King of Spain, by means of the Archduke of 
Auftria ; of the Spaniards not adhering there- 
to, and the hoftilities which enfued thereupon 
in the Kingdom of Naples. After this is an 
ample relation of Count Obigni’s defeat near 
Gioia ; which aétion turned entirely the {cale of 
the French affairs in Italy. Then we have an 
account in what manner Confalvo, by reafon of 
the plague within Barletta, was forced to march 
privately trom thence to Cizigmiola, where the 
French purfuing them, the latter were totally 
routed, 
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routed, and the Spaniards obtain’d a complear 
and glorious victory ; fo that by this the for- 
mer loft the Kingdom of Naples. Of Confal- 
vo’s march to Naples, and poffeffing himfelf of 
the Caftles there. Of the arrival of the French 
fleet at Gaeta, and Confalvo’s fruitlefs fiege of 
that place. 


Next is an account how Pope Alexander and 
Borgia his fon deferted the French intereft, be- 
caufe of the latter’s fuccefs in Italy : Of the 
Pope’s creating nine new Cardinals, whom he 
intended afterwards to poifon, and feize on their 
wealth : How the murder of thofe Cardinals 
was perpetrated between the Pope and his fon ; 
and how Providence permitted the Traytors to 
be a prey to their own treachery : For by the 
miftake of the Butler, both Father and Son 
were poifon’d, of which the Pope died, and 
Cefar Borgia \inger’d in a miferable condition 
for a few years after. The particulars of Pope 
Alexander’s miferable death, the deformity of 
his corps, his character, and the contempt fhewn 
for him at his funérals, are all parrticulars moft 
diffufedly and accurately related, and vouch’d 
by the beft of Authorities, in this excellent and 
impartial Hiftory of Mr. Gordon. 

What concerns Borga’s misfortunes after his 
father’s death, his fall and ruin, the eleétion of 
Pope Pius the IIId, and Fulius the IId’s fuc- 
ceeding to the Papacy after Pius, the ations 
of the latter, and the French being obliged to 
renounce their claim to the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, the Peace at laft made between France and 
Spain, are circumftances moft curious and en- 
tertaining, which the perufal of Mr. Gordon’s book 
will give much more fatisfaCtion to the reader than 
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poflibly can in this narrow compafs to which I am 
confined ; and therefore I fhall only add, That 
this Treatife of the Lives of Pope Alexander 
the VIth and his Son Ce/ar Borgia, is not only 
the moft perfect hiftory of the Borgians extant 
in any language ; but the faéts contain’d in this 
period of time of which our Author here treats, 
are the moft furprizing, and the revolutions that 
happen’d therein, the moft fingular and extra- 
ordinary of any that occur in hiftory ; and the 
whole here fo related, and accompanied with fuch 
proper and natural reflexions, as can’t fail equally 
to delight and improve every judicious and atten- 
tive Reader. 


PAX NOV DO SAA INAS ELEBO NIG sae 
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ARTICLE XxX, 


An Hiftorical Essay of the State of Phy- 
fick in the Old and New Teftament, and 
the Apocryphal Interval : With a parti- 
cular Account of the Cafes mentioned in 
Scripture, and Obfervations upon them. 
To which is added, A Difcourfe concern- 
ing the duty of confulting a Phyfician in 
Sicknefs. By JONATHAN HARLE, M.D, 
Printed for R. Ford. 1729. In 8vo. pa- 
ges 179. 


EW have wrote of Scripture Diftempers. 
Of Phyficians, the firft is Franci/cus Va- 
Jefins, who (as has been obferved by * Bajo- 
rus.) is very jejune in feveral difeafes he men- 


* De rebus medicis N. T. 
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tions, in others does well : But being the firft 
who broke the ice, and perhaps unskill’d in the 
Hebrew philology, and defigning Medicine 
only as a part of his facred philofophy, is (where 
he is deficient) to be excufed, and for his at- 
tempt to be commended. One of the laft is 
Thomas Bartholine the elder, a learned Phyfi- 
cian, and well skill’d in antiquity and the Ea- 
ftern languages. He calls his book Mi/cella- 
nies ; that is, Collections he had made in read- 
ing about the feveral diftempers mention’d in 
the Bible. He has fome good hints and obfer- 
vations, but all fcatter’d, and without conne- 
xion. Ader, inferted in the Critict facri Londi- 
nenfes, his ‘Treatife is wholly confined to the 
Gofpel ; and his fecond. part has little or no- 
thing to do with the fubject. Voglerus the Au- 
thor owns he had not feet, though he is com- 
mended fo far as he goes ; nor Marcellus Uberte, 
mention’d by Vanderlin in his Catalogue, p. 773 ; 
nor Maximilius Sandeus, mentioned 7). p. 803 5 
nor Vincentins Moles, ib. p. 1048, in the 4to E- 
dition, Merck/inz 1686. Nor does he find them 
quoted, he fays, or taken notice of by thofe 
who wrote after them. 


There are fome later writers, but either very 
general, or who only have treated of fome par- 
ticular diftempers mentioned by Dorumejerus, 
in his Philologia Biblica, chap. 39 of the Leip- 
fick Edition 1413. Goelihbes, in his Hifforia 
Medicine univerfalis, lately publifhed Franco- 
furti ad Viadrum, in two Volumes 8vo, has ve- 
ry little new on this argument, or to the pur- 
pofe. The late very learned Dr. Friend, in his 
Hiftory of Phyfick, which was publifhed fince 
the writing of thefe papers, has given us fome 
2 very 
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very ingenious hints concerning the diftempers 
mention’d in the New Zeffament, more particu- 
larly thofe fpoken of by St. Luke. 

The beft way to underftand and illuftrate a 
fubject, that is only occafionally treated of in 
many places of a book, being to lay the fcat- 
terd parts together, and reduce them into a 
fyftem. This is what our Author has endea- 
vourd to do here, in relation to the difeafes 
mentioned in the holy Scriptures. His daily 
converfation with the bible and among the fick, 
led him into the enquiry ; and the little fatisfa- 
étion he had found in former Authors who had 
wrote on this fubject, carried him on to a fur- 
ther fearch. 

The ftate of Phyfick, the nature and kind of 
Scriptural diftempers, he accounts for in the 
firft part; and has fupported his hypothefis by 
the moft eminent hiftorical Inftances through 
both Teftaments, and the Apocryphal Interval 
in the fecond. 

Some diforders and hiftorical cafes indeed, he 
fays he has purpofely omitted, or barely hinted 
at, becaufe they could not be fo decently ex- 
plained in our language, and by Phyficians are 
feparately handled ; which he hopes therefore 
will ferve for an excufe for his taking fo little 
notice of them in a general difcourfe in Eng- 
lifh; but he may perhaps hereafter do this in 
another language. 

What he had principally in view in writing 
on this argument, was to fet this part of God’s 
difcipline and difpenfation to his Church under 
the covenant of peculiarity, in a fuller and 
clearer light, and therein to illuftrate the wif- 
dom, goodnefs and juftice of God in that oeco- 
nomy ; particularly in his exact fulfilling of the 
pro- 
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prophecies, which is fo great and undeniable an 
argument for the truth of the holy Scrip- 
tures. 


He ‘divides his work into two parts. ‘The 
firft whereof treating of the ftate of Phyfick 
under the Old and New Teftament.and the A- 
pocryphal Interval that intervened, the nature 
and kind of Scriptural diftempers which then 
prevailed and obtained, €¢. contains eight chap- 
ters. 

The fecond part iis compofed of twenty nine 
particular hiftorical. facts or inftances, taken 
from. both 'T'eftaments. Thefe are here brought, 
further to confirm.and illuftrate,the Syftem ad- 
vanced in the firft., \Fourteen’of thefe are taken 
from the Old, and fifteen from the New Tefta- 
ment. ' 

To each part there’s added at the end, long, 
curious and critical Notes from various Authors, 
tending either to confirm or illuftrate the text: 
As alfo an Appendix, that (to the firft part) 
contains a defcription of the Land of Canaan, 
from the learned Dr. Grew, illuftrated with 
Notes by our Author. The Appendix relating 
to the fecond part confifts of feveral Copies of 
Verfes from Tertullian, Cyprian, and Lucan, 
that had been referr’d to in the preceding work. 
Thofe of Tertullian, or Cyprian, contain a de- 
{cription of Lot’s wife after fhe was changed in- 
to a pillar of falt ; thofe of Lucan, a de {cription 
of the burning fever, or plague. 


In treating of the ftory of the firft, which 
is contained in the book of Genefis, Chap. xix. 
ver. 26. where it is faid that bis wife looked 
from bebind bim, and foe became a pillar of {alt ; 
Marcu 1729. M the 
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the Author obferves, That fuppofing this to be 
taken literally for a real tranfmutation, and not 
figuratively for a lafting monument and perpetual 
remembrance of the faét, he cannot fee how it 
is to be reckon’d among diftempers : Yet be- 
caufe it is brought in among them by Bartho- 
line, he here takes fome notice of it. St. Au- 
guftin feems to philofophize very fubtily upon 
it ; viz. That the thin and finer falt that was 
in her body did infect, as he {peaks, the whole 
body. And this his hypothefis is fupported by 
two great Criticks and Phyficians, one in the 
Jaft, and the other of the prefent * age, who 
call in and explain on this occafion an aphorifm 
of their mafter + Hippocrates, to give authority 
to what they affirm. The Author fays, he 
will not difpute with either the Father in Chri- 
ftianity, or thofe of Phyfick ; but yet he muft 
profefs, that the ancient Chriftian Poet ( whe- 
ther Cyprian or Zertullian is not decided by the 
Criticks) has launch’d out far beyond his be- 
lief, in what he afferts or feigns of this Female 
ftatue in the following lines, which we find in 
the Paris Edition of St. Cypréan’s Works. 
































ft it he et ssl. 


Namq; comes conju, heu! me male tum quoque 
Femina nou patiens divina ad munera cali. (legis 
Audaces oculos nequicquam fola retorfit, Sead 
Non habitum Inqui quod yiderit, &8 fimul illuc, to 





* H. Mercurialis and T. Bartholine ; the latter de M. Bil- he 
itis, Pp: 4. 







r t v de Vet. Med. §. 24. p. 27. Edit. Vanderlinden. 
ol. I. 
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In fragilem mutata falem fretit ipfa fepulchrum,. 
Ipfaque imago fibi formam fine corpore fervans, 
Duvat adbuc etenim nuda ftatione {ub ZEthro, 
Nec pluviis delapfa fitu, nec diruta ventis. 

Quin etiam fi quis mutitaverit, advena forma 
Protinus ex fefe fuggefiu vulnera complet. 
Dicitur € vivens alio jam corpore fexus 
Munificos folito disjungere fanguine menfes. 


Which may be Englifh’d thus : 


His Wife alas ! Companion of his way, 
Did not Heav’n’s whifper hear, nor laws obey, 
But lingring behind, caft back her daring eyes, 
And what fhe never fhall relate efpies. 


A fepulchre, and flefhlefs form fuftains, 
Proof againft tempefts and diffolving rains : 
Expofed ftill the naked ftatue ftands, 

And when ’tis maimed by the traveller’s hands, 
The wounds fill up again, and now no lefs 
Than living does her former Sex confefs. 


Chang’d into brittle falt, the wretch remains 


The Author of thefe lines, the Doétor ob- 
ferves, (whoever he was) might certainly have 
informed himfelf better, the Statue continuing 


to his time ; nay, to our time too, if you will 


credit fome travels, relations, and the pieces of 
her which they have broken off, and fhow ; and 


that the whole ftory may be of a piece, ftill fills 


up as faft as it is broken off, and the wonnd 


foon clofed again. It would make one {mile to 
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find 4 grave * Author, after he had acknow- 
ledged the great difficulty of accounting tor the 
ftrange appearance, offering at a‘folution of it. . 


At the end of all is added, 4 Difcourfe con- 
cerning the duty of confulting a Phyfician in Sick- 
nefs : Which is illuftrated by a paraphrafe on 
the firit fifteen verfes' of the 38th chapter of 
Ecclefiafticus, or the book of Wifdom. 'To which 
is prefixed an account of the Author thereof, 
Fefus, and the time. when he lived, viz. in the 
time of Ouzas the fécond fon of Simon the Fujff, 
whofe priefthood begun in the year 250 before 
Chrift, the 35th year of the reign of Ptolemy 
Philadelpbus , arid in the fecond of Antiochns 
Theos. : 

The Tranflator. of this work from Hebrew 
into Greek Cwhich verfion is all we have left 
thereof) was grandfon to the Author, and. fon 
to Sirach: He. liv’d in the time of Ptolemy Eu- 
ergetes the fecond, or Phy/con, about the year 
132 before Chrift. - As thd yi 

His apology for the deficiencies of his tran- 
flation, on the account of the great difference 
betwixt the Hebrew.-and Greek, will teach us 
what to expect from tranflations of this kind ; 
not the purity of the Greek language, fuch as 
was then fpoke, but as accommodated to ex- 
prefs the Hebrew as nigh as poffible. 

This is the moft ancient of the Ecclefiaftical 
Writers, and neareft the Scripture times, moft 


* Bartholine. Vulnera illa ftatue faline fuppleri “ry al- 
labente, quam in fui naturam ftatim convertit hec falina mi- 
nera, quo modo falinz minere crefcunt ; fed alterum in men- 
fibus in ftatua fluentibus non capio, nifi fatis fit queedam col- 
liquatio, externo aere humido. 
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ufeful and inftruétive, living under the, fecond 
Temple, and perfectly well acquainted , with 
their ufages, worfhip, and prevailing opinions 
and prejudices. 


After this follows a very curious Introduction 
of the ftate of Phyfick among the Fews at that 
time, as alfo in the preceding and following 
ages: And then comes a paraphrafe, both in 
profe and verfe, of the firft fifteen verfes of the 
38th chapter of this book of Wi/dom. And laft- 
ly, there are added a few curious and critical 
Notes upon the whole. 


We fhall conclude our Account of this work 
at prefent, after having given the general plan 
and {cheme thereof, with addingsthe particular 
Contents of each of the eight chapters. of the 
firft parts ; and the refpectiye titles of the fe- 
veral hiftorical faéts related and commented ypr 
on in the fecond. , 

In Part I, the firft chapter treats of the {tate 
of Phyfick under the O/d Teftament.. difpenfa- 
tion. Chap, IL. of the divifion of the diftem- 
pers in the Old Zeftameut. Ch. IIL., treats of 
the diftempers mention’d in the New Yeffament. 
Ch. IV. of the diforders and diftempers of mind, 
as they affect the body. Ch. V. of fome diftem- 
pers taken notice of by the Jewifh writers, not 
mentioned in Scripture. Ch. VI. of the idola- 
trous Curers mentioned in Scripture, and. Rivals 
of God.. Ch. VIE. Some general obferrations 
upon the diftempers fpoken .of,-in . Scripture. 
Ch. VIII. of the fickneffes of the-Meffias,. Laft- 
ly, Notes upon the whole, from p. 48 to, p, 71. 
Then an Appendix, containing a defcription 
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of the Land of Canaan, with Notes from p. 73, 
to p. 86. 


The fecond part contains feveral hiftorical 
faéts from the Od and New Zeftament. 1. The 
hiftorical relation and comment upon Adam’s 
fleep. 2. that of Facob’s lamenefs. 3. of Lot’s 
wife. 4. of Mofes hand leprous, and face fhi- 
ning. ¥. of the biting of the venomous fer- 
pents. 6. of the emrods of the Afbdodites. 1%. 
of Afa’s gout. 8. of ‘Feboram’s diftemper in his 
bowels. 9. of Hezekiab’s ficknefs. 10. Nabal’s 
death. 113. Sau/’s fury. 12. of Naaman’s \e- 
profy. 13. of Nebuchadnezzar’s madnefs. 14. 
of Fob’s diftemper. 


The fickneffes mentioned in the New Tefta- 
ment here treated of, are, 1. that of the woman 
with the bloody iffue. 2. of the epileptick per- 
fon. 3. the fick of the palfy. 4. the man with 
the wither’d hand. 4. the lame impotent man. 
6. the man born blind, +7. the hiftory of the 
blind man, 8. Fudas’s death. 9g. Paul’s viper. 
yo. Publius father’s ficknefs, 11. Herod eaten 
of worms. 12. Timothy's weak ftomach. 13. 
Elymas the forcerer. 14. the lame man healed. 
15. Paui’s thorn in the flefh. Laftly, an Ap- 
pendix. 


In the Difcourfe upon the duty of confulting a 
Phyfician im Sicknefs, &c. there’s 1. an account 
of the Author of the book of Wifdom, and of 
the Greek Tranflator : 2. an Introduction : 3. 
the two Paraphrafes : 4. Explanatory Notes up- 
on the whole, 
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ARTICLE XXI. 


An ESSAy on the primitive Language ; 
in a Difcuffion of that Queftion, Whe- 
ther it is now any where remaining ? 
By THoMAS BRETT, L.L.D. Be- 
ing a Continuation of Art. XV. of laft 


Fournal, 


He Author, in the former part of this 

Effay (of which an account was given 
in Page 117. of laft Journal) having fhewr, 
from the Scriptures, That God was the Author 
of the firft Language ; that as foon as he crea- 
ted Man, he not only gave him a capacity to 
{peak, and a voice capable of uttering articu- 
late founds, but alfo formed a Language for 
him, and at once infufed it into his mind ; and 
that afterwards..as a punifhment on mankind, 
and to check a vain enterprize they had under- 
taken, he diverfified this Language, and gave 
the people ftrange tongues different from one 
another, infomuch that the one part could not 
underftand the others fpeech : He comes in the 
next place to enquire, Which was the firfi Lau- 
guage of the Worlds And whether we can [ay 
that any People retained the original Language, 
after the divifion of Tongues at Babel ? 
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And here if we follow the Hebrew Chrono- 
logy, which is what is moft generally appro- 
ved of, then it is certain that Noab lived above 
two hundred years after this Confufion of Lan- 
guages, and Sem near two hundred years after 
him: And as there is no notice taken of them 
as amongft thofe who were at the building of 
the tower ; and as we have alfo juft reafon to 
believe (they being both taken notice of and 
commended in the Scripture for their righteouf- 
nefs}) that they could never have been drawn 
in to be partakers in fuch a vain enterprize, we 
may conclude they were not there, nor any ways 
concerned in it. From hence it may be rea- 
fonably concluded that they partook not in the 
punifhment inflicted on thofe Undertakers, and 
confequently preferved their language, that pri- 
mitive language, which Noab.learned from Me- 
thufelab, as he from Adam. I {ay this muft needs 
be the cafe, if we follow the Hebrew Chrono- 
logy: But if we follow the Septuagint, or moft 
ancient Greek tranflation, which tranflation was 
followed by our Saviour and his Apoftles in 
what they have quoted out of the Old Tefta- 
ment in the New, then Noah and Sem were 
both dead long before this vain attempt was put 
in execution. And this feems the moft pro- 
pable ; for certainly if they had been living at 
that time, Noah * the preacher of righteoufne/s 
would have exhorted them not to go about fuch 
a piece of folly and wickednefs. And if he’ had 
dane io, I cannot think but Mofes would have 

secorded it as an aggravation of the crime of 
thote who would proceed in fuch an enterprize 
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when particularly warned againft it by the com- 
mon father of them all... Since theretore neither 
Noab nor Sem, nor any of Noeab’s fons is taken 
notice of on this occafion, he cannot think any 
of them were then living, and that the Chro- 
nology of the Septuagint, and not of the He- 
brew, ought to be followed in this period at 
leaft, there being fuch infuperable difficulties in 
the Chronology of the prefent Hebrew text from 
Noah to Abrabam, as might eafily be fhewn, if 
it was not foreign to the prefent purpofe. 

It is then proper, in the firft place, to confi- 
der as a previous queftion, Whether it can ap- 
pear from the Scripture, that any one perfon 
or family was not engaged or in company of 
thofe who attempted to build this city or tower? 
And he thinks it is evident from the Scripture 
that there werenone. This is the account we have 
of it: * And the whole earth was of one lan- 
guage and of one (peech. And it came to pafs as 
they journeyed from the Eaft, that they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 
And they faid one to another, Goto, let us make 
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had 
brick for ftone, and flime bad they for mortar ; 
and they faid, Go to, let us build us a city and a 
tower. Now what is the antecedent to thefe 
feveral they’s ? Is it not the whole Earth? A 
name of multitude, and therefore properly re- 
quires a perfonal pronoun and verb of the plu- 
ral number. It was then the whole Earth, that 
is, all the people of the Earth gathered toge- 
ther and dwelling in a great plain country, who 
were concerned in building this tower and city. 
But it may be faid that the whole Earth, or all 
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the Earth, does not neceffarily imply every par- 
ticular man, family or nation; that the Scrip- 
ture frequently ufes the words a// the Earth, or 
ail the People, not in an aniverfal fenfe, which 
admits of no exceptions, but only in a general 
fenfe where there may be many exceptions : 
And fo where it fays the whole Earth here, it 
may mean only a great number, or the majo- 
rity of mankind then living upon the Earth. 
But he anfwers that it cannot be fo underftood 
here, becaufe of the words immediately follow- 
ing, Zhe whole Earth was of one language and of 
one [peech. Now if this does not include every 
individual man and woman then upon the Earth, 
it will follow that there were more Languages 
than one in the Earth before the attempt to 
build this tower, confequently that the divifion 
of Languages was made before this time, and 
only thofe who affembled to build Babe/ were 
of one fpeech before that enterprize. And if 
the whole Earth be an univerfal in the firft verfe, 
and admits of no exception there, the feveral 
they’s which refer to it as the antecedent in the 
following verfes in our Englifh tranflation, or 
the feveral verbs governed by it in the He- 
brew, Greek and Latin, muft be as univerfal 
and without exception. For it cannot be that 
the whole Earth thould be underftood univer- 
fally in the firft verfe, and but generally in the 
reft, without fome mark or token given to fhew 
where we are to make the diftinétion. It may 
therefore, I think, be very fairly concluded, 
that no Family then upon Earth was free from 
the guilt of this enterprize, or efcaped the pu- 
nifhment inflicted on the offenders. And for 
that reafon, if for no other, (but there are fe- 
2 veral 
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veral other reafons to be alledged) he conceives 
the Septuagint Chronology (though now little 
regarded) is preferable to that of the prefent 
Hebrew Copies, becaufe thereby Noah and his 
fons are acquitted from being concern’d in this 
impious undertaking; which they cannot be, if 
we follow the Hebrew we now have. 

Having therefore anfwered this previous que- 
{tion according to the beft of his Judgment, 
he now returns to the main enquiry, Whether 
the firft Language of the World was any where 
preferved? The Jews and many Chriftians, both 
antient and modern, are of opinion that Heber 
and his family were not among thofe who were 
concerned in building of the Tower, confequent- 
ly that the primitive Language from him called 
the Hebrew, was preferved in his family, and 
fo tranfmitted to Abrabam and his pofterity, 
particularly the J/raelites, among whom it was 
preferved moft uncorrupt and pure, who from 
thence were called Hebrews. They alfo endea- 
vour to prove the Hebrew to be the primitive 
Language from the Etymologies of the Names 
of the firft Patriarchs who lived before this 
confufion of Languages. Thus it is faid, God 
formed Adam out of the duft of the earth, by way 
of allufion to the word Adamah, which fignifies 
Earth in Hebrew; Lhat Adam called bis wife 
Chava, or Eve, becaufe fhe was the mother of al 
living: and the word Chaz, whence that of 
Chavab is derived, is Hebrew. It is faid alfo 
that the woman is called J/cha from the word 
Ifch, which fignifies man. The name Cain is 
derived from an Hebrew word which fignifies 
Poffeffion or Acquifition : That Seth comes of the 
Hebrew word Schath, which fignifies to /ub/i- 
tute; Phaleg or Peleg comes trom the Hebrew 
| word 
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word Palag, which fignifies to divide ; That of 
Babel from the Hebrew word Balai, fignifying 
Confufion ; Eden, the name of the terreftrial Pa- 
radife, fignifies in Hebrew Delight and Plea- 
fure. All thefe derivations and allufions have 
no place but in the Hebrew tongue ; whence 
it follows, that we muft neceffarily fuppofe that 
this Language was in ufe in the times of the 
Patriarchs before the flood as well as after, be- 
caufe their proper names are derived from it. 
It is alfo alledged further, to prove this anti- 
quity of the Hebrew tongue, that the moft an- 
cient people derived their names from it, as 
St. Hierom proves in his book of Hebrew names. 
The Affyriaus come trom Affur, the Aramites 
from Aram, the Lydiaus trom Lud, the Medes 
trom Madai, the ‘fontaus trom Favan ; and the 
men to whom thefe names belonged, were born 
and named betore the building of Babel. 

But to this it may be anfwer’d, That there 
is no ground in Scripture to induce us to be- 
lieve that the primitive Language or Religion 
was preferved in the Family of Heder ; for it is 
certain that the true Religion was loft, or at 
Jeaft moft grievoufly corrupted in that Family as 
well as in all others ; for the defcendants of 
Heber were idolaters as well as others : Even 
Abraham himfelf was fo, till God was pleafed to 
call him to the knowledge of his truth, and 
command him to leave his native country. This 
the Scripture exprefly teaches: * Zhus faith the 
Lord God of Ifrael, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other fide of the flood in old time, even Terab 
the father of Abrabam, aud the fatber of Na- 
chor: And they ferved other gods. It is evident 


* Joth. xxiv. 2. 
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therefore, that the Family of Heber, from 
whence Zerab and his fons Abraham and Nachor 
defcended, had loft the true Religion as well as 
others.. Neither did they retain the Hebrew 
language, but what they {poke was the Chal- 
dean, a very different language from: the other. 
* We have'a convincing evidence of this diffe- 
rence, when Laban of the Family of Heber, 
who -remained in Chaldea, and had preferved 
the language of his Anceftors, gave the name 
of Fagar-Sabadutha to the heap of {tones which 
they gather’d together ; whereas acob called it 
Galaad, both of them fignifying the heap of 
witue/s : That heap of fténes being a monument 
or teftimeny of the Covenant there made be- 
twixt them. It is then certain, that in thofe 
days the Chaldean tongue, which Nachor and 
Terah the defcendants of Heber and anceftors to 
Abraham, and which Laban ftill fpoke, becaufe 
he refided in Mefopotamiad, was different from 
that which Facob {poke, which was the Hebrew : 
Confequently if the Hebrew was the original lan- 
guage {poken before the difperfiom from Babel, 
(which fhall be examined hereafter) it is cer- 
tain it was not preferved in the Family of He- 
ber: For his defcendants, as appears from La- 
ban, {poke another language. Nor was there 
only this difference in a fingle word, but in the 
whole language. For the Aramick, Chaldee or 
Affyrian tongue was fo different from the He- 
brew. or Language of the ‘Zews, that the com- 
mon people of the Zews did not underftand it. 
And when t Rabjfbekah, the King of Affyria’s 
General, would have excited the people to a re- 
* Gen, xxx. 47. + 2 Kings xviii. 26. 
bellion, 
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bellion, he fpoke Hebrew to King Hezekiab’s 
deputies, that the people might underftand him : 
And they prayed him to {peak in the Aramick 
or Syrian language, for they underftood it, and 
not to {peak in the ews tongue which the 
people on the wall underftood. The prophet 
Jeremiah alfo foretelling the ruin of the Fews 
by the Chaldeans, fays, * God would bring upon 
them a nation from far, a mighty ancient people, 
whofe language they know not, neither do they un- 
derftand. It is therefore I think very plain, that 
neither the primitive Language nor Religion 
was preferved in the Family of Heber rather 
than in any other Family. And from whence- 
foever Abraham, Ifaac and ‘facob received the 
Hebrew language, it is manifeft they received 
it not from the fons of Heber, the anceftors of 
Abraham, for they {poke a Language very diffe- 
rent from it. 

Neither are the names given to the ancient 
Patriarchs in Scripture a fufficient proof, that 
they fpake the Hebrew language, or that they 
were originally called by Hebrew names. For 
Mo/fes might change ancient names into Hebrew 
names of the fame fignification : And we have 
thefe diverfe examples of this cuftom from 
Greek and Latia Authors, and even from the 
Interpreters of the Scripture. Thus it is that 
Aquila, to imitate the allufion, which is in the 
name of I/ch and I/cha, that is Man and Wo- 
man, made ufe of the terms Avie and "Apd'ecs. 
The Author of the Latin Vulgate has alfo imi- 
tated the Hebrew, by tranflating I/cha into 4- 
rago, derived from the word Vir, as the He- 
brew is from I/ch. ‘Thus alfo the Evangelifts 
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changed the name of Cepbas into that of Pe- 
trus, to preferve the fignification of the Syriack 
word Cepbas, and the allufion to Petra: And 
the woman who was called Yabitha in Hebrew, 
was called Dorcas in the Greek, being of the 
fame fignification. It is faid alfo in Exodus, 
that Pharaob’s daughter gave Mo/es that name, 
becaufe fhe drew him out of the water ; but 
Pharaob’s daughter fpoke not the Hebrew lan- 
guage, but the Egyptian, and no doubt gave 
him this name from an Egyptian word of that 
fignification, which Mo/es himfelf changed into 
the Hebrew. ‘Thus about the time of the Re- 
formation, Evrafmus, Melaucthon and others, 
chang’d their Dutch names into Latin or Greek 
of the fame fignification. For Era/mus’s origi- 
nal name was Gerardus Gerardi, or Gerard the 
fon of Gerard ; this he changed to Defiderius 
Erafmus, the one Latin, the other Greek of 
the fame fignification. The other’s name was 
Swartzerd, and he called himfelf and was cal- 
led by others Me/aucthbon, which is deriv’d from 
the Greek, and of the fame fignification in that 
language, that the other is in Dutch. The 
Septuagint have tranflated the name of Babel by 
the word =vy was, which fignifies Confujfion, as 
Babel does in the Hebrew. And fome Greeks 
have tranflated Efau or Edom, which fignifies 
ved, by Erythrean, which has the fame fignifi- 
cation in Greek. There is a great number of 
this fort of changes to be found. The name 
Adam, which is not a proper name, but the 
appellative name of man, which was given to 
the firft man by way of excellence, might have 
been changed without any difficulty ; and the 
antient name, as well as that of Adam, might 
haye 
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have been derived from the word which then 
fignified the earth ; as the Latin word Homo is 
derived from the word bamus, which fignifies 
the ground. But fuppofe that Mo/es did not 
change the names, it will only prove that fome 
words of the original language were preferved 
in the Hebrew, and there is as good proof that 
fome of them were preferved in other languas 
ges, which differed from the Hebrew. I have 
already fhew’d that the Chaldee was a language 
fo different from the Hebrew, that thofe who 
underftood the one did not underftand the other ; 
yet many of the forementioned names, as Ewé; 
Cain, Phaleg and Bavel, are as eafily derived 
from Chaldee words as from Hebrew. And the 
etymology of the name Tubal-Cain (an antedi-+ 
luvian name) may be found in the Arabick, 
where Zubalon and Kuna fignify a plate of 
brafs, but not in the Hebrew. So that if we 
fetch our proofs from the etymologies of fome 
names, the Chaldee and the Arabick may bid 
as fair for the primitive language as the He- 
brew. ) 

And as there is no proof fufficient to con- 
vince us that the Hebrew was the original lan- 
guage {peken by Adam and Noah, and others 
whe lived before the confufion of languages ; 
fo there is very good proof that it was not that 
language, for indeed it was the language of Cv- 
naan, and is called fo by the prophet*. Now 
we cannot fuppofe that God would fhew fuch 
a particular favour to Canaan, whom Noad cur- 
fed foon after the flood, together with his po- 
{terity t, as to preferve the primitive language 


* Tia. xix. 28, 
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in his Family rather than in any other. This 
language Abrabam learned when he fojourned 
in that land, and his pofterity preferved it. For 
I have already fhew’d, that the Chaldee was the 
language which Abrabam’s Anceftors ufed in 


Mefopotamia ; confequently which he_ himfelf 


learned from them, and ufed till fuch time as 
by God’s commandment he went away from his 
kindred, and from his country, and came into 
the land of Canaan. After he came there, God 
having promifed to give him that country, and 
to plant his pofterity there, he learned and 
{poke the language of that country, and it be- 
came the language ufed in his family ; fo facob 
his grandfon learned it, as has been fhewed, 
and gave names to places in that language, 
while Laban preferved the language of their 
common Anceftors. For Laban, who conti- 
nued in the country firft planted by their com- 
mon Anceftors, could not change the language 
which they fpake, and introduce another in 
that‘place. But Abrabam, who was removed in- 
to another country, lived there near an hundred 
years, traded there, and daily converfed with 
the inhabitants of that place, could not help 
learning their language ; and I/aac and Facob 
who were born there, and though they requir’d 
but {mall portions of land there, yet on the acs 
count of the Promifes looked on it as the place 
of their Inheritance, learned the language un- 
doubtedly from their infancy, and it became 
the native language of them and their pofte- 
rity. Therefore, as it is evident that ‘facob and 
Laban, though both defcending from the fame 
{tock of Hever, yet ufed, different languages, 
Laban {peaking the Chaldee, and Facob that 
which is now called the ancient Hebrew ; it 
MARCH 1729. N ult 
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muft needs be that acob had learned another 
language. And where fhould he have that 
other language, but in the country where he 
had his birth and education ? And this, if we 
had no other proof, would be fufficient to prove 
that the Hebrew tongue was the original lan- 
guage of Canaan. 

Another proof may be taken from the names 
of Men and Places in the Land of Canaan, 
whereof mention is made in Genefis and ‘Fofbua. 
As the proper names, Melchizedech, Adoni-Be- 
zech, Abimelech, &c. the names of the Canaani- 
tifa Kings, are Hebrew; and the names of 
towns, as fericho, Salem, Sichem, Bethlebem, &c. 
which were the names of thofe towns while the 
Canaanites poffeffed them, are Hebrew names, 
and of Hebrew original. 

A third proof may be drawn from hence, 
That it is no where obferved in Scripture that 
the J/raelites and Canaanites had different Lan- 
guages, and did not underftand one another ; as 
it is obferved with relation to the Chaldeans 
and Egyptians. The Scriptures {peak often of 
the Conferences of Abraham, Ifaac and ‘facob 
with the Canaanites, and always as if they un- 
derftood one another ; nor is it ever faid that 
they made ufe of Interpreters. When * Abra- 
bam and Abimelech made a Covenant together, 
they did not give two different names (though 
of the fame fignification) to the place where 
they made their Contraét, as Facob and Laban 
afterwards did. But as Abraham called it Beer- 
fbeba, or the Well of the Oath, fo Abimelech 
gave it no other name. ‘Facob and Laban gave 


* Gen. xxi. 31, 32. 
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different names to the heap of ftones they ere<t- 
ed, but fignifying the fame thing, becaufe they 
{fpake different languages : But here dbrabam and 
Abimelech agree in the fame name, to fignify the 
fame thing, therefore they {poke the fame lan- 
guage. 

A fourth proof is founded on the hiftory of 
Jofeph and his brethren. It is faid that Fo/eph, 
not willing to make himfelf known to them, 
{poke to them by an Interpreter. If the tongue 
which they fpoke had been peculiar to 
their family, Cand that it muft be if it was 
not the language of the Canaanites, for I have 
proved that it was not the language of Adra- 
bam’s Anceftors) where could Fo/eph have found 
an Interpreter in Egypt that underftood it ? It 
was therefore the language of Canaan where 
they then dwelt, and fo an Interpreter might 
eafily be found. 

A fifth proof is taken from the conformity 
there is between the Punick or Carthaginian 
tongue and the Hebrew ; for it is agreed on all 
hands that the Carthaginians were a Colony of 
the Phenictaus or Canaanites. And Procopius 
in his hiftory of the Vandals fays, there were 
two Pillars anciently to be feen in thofe parts 
with this Infcription, in the Phoenician or He- 
brew language, We are they that fled from the 
face of Jofhua the fon of Narr the rovber. So 
that if credit is to be given to this Infcription, 
the Carthaginians, and thofe who fettled on the 
coaft of Africk bordering on the Mediterra- 
nean, were originally thofe Nations of the Ca- 
naanites which Fofbua drove out of that coun- 
try, when he gave the poffeffion of it to the 
children of J/rac/. But however that be, and 
whether the Canaanztes fettled there at that 
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time, or fome other time before or after, it is 
certain thofe coafts of Africk were a Colony of 
the Pheniciaus or Canaanites, their very names 
Pebni fhew them to have been fo, and all Au- 
thors that have fpoken of their original have 
afferted it ; and I know not that it was ever 
queftion’d. Now St. Auguftin and St. Jerom 


‘both affure us that the Punick language was 


very mear the fame with the Hebrew. St. Je- 
rom fays, ‘ * They are called Pozuz corruptly, 
* inftead of Phoz#i, whofe language for the 
* moft part is nearly allied to the Hebrew.’ 
And St. Jerom was the beft skilled in the He- 
brew tongue of any man in his age, or for fome 
ages before or after, having tranflated the whole 
Bible out of that language. St, Auguftin, who 
was an African, fays, *‘ t Him the Hebrews 
* call Meffias, which word agrees with the Pu- 
* nick tongue, as do many other Hebrew words, 
* nay almoft all of them.’ It may be faid that 
it might be near the Hebrew tongue, which is 
all that thefe Fathers affert, but this does not 
prove it the fame. ‘To which it may be. an- 
{wer’d, That thefe Fathers lived near a thou- 
{and years after the Babylonifo Captivity, at 
which time the Hebrew tongue ceafed to be a 
living language, and no books remain’d written 
in that language but the Scriptures of the Old 
Teftament. What wonder then if the Punick 
tongue had received confiderable alterations in 
fo long a fpace of time? Therefore as it was 
then nearly allied to the Hebrew, we have no 
reafon to queftion but it was originally the fame. 
We have ftill a Fragment of the Punick lJan- 


* Tib. V. in Jerem. c. xxv. 
|; Contra Itb. Petil, c. 104 
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guage remaining in Plautus’s Penulus, begin- 
ning N’yth alonim valonuth, &c. which are plain 
Hebrew words fignifying, I worfhip the Gods 
and Goddeffes, &c. And the whole Fragment 
has been proved by thofe who were well skilled 
in that tongue, to be no other than Hebrew. 
From whence it is evident that Hebrew was ori- 
ginally the language of the Canaanites, confe- 
quently that 4drabam and his pofterity learned 
it there: For they {poke another language whilft 
they lived in Ur ot the Chaldees, as is evident 
from what has been obferved before from the 
different languages of Laban and Facob. 
However, there {till remains one objection 
to be cleared, and that is, Jf Hebrew was wot 
the original language of the world, and preferved 
in the family of Heber, wheuce did it derive its 
name ¢ Surely the language of Heber, and not the 
Janguage of the Canaanites, /hould be called the 
Hebrew tongue. But to this it may be anfwer'd, 
That it was not called the Hebrew tongue for 
fome ages after the children of I/rae/ were in 
full poffeffion of the land of Canaan; and I do 
not remember that it is called fo once in the 
whole Old Teftament, though it be there (Cas 
has been obferved) exprefly called the /anguage 
of Canaan*. Therefore being not called the 
Hebrew tongue till fo many ages after it be- 
came the language of the pofterity of Alra- 
ham, who were called Hebrews from him, it 
might very well derive that Name from thence, 
though it was originally the language of the 
Canaanites. Nay, that language which is cale 
led the Hebrew in the New Teftament, was not 
the language we are now treating of, but the 


* Thai. xix. 78. 
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language which the Jews fpake at that time, a 
mix’d language compounded of this and feveral 
others : So that I know not whether the lan- 
guage in which the Old Teftament was written 
was ever called the Hebrew tongue, till fince the 
New Teftament was alfo written, that is, ma- 
ny ages after it had ceafed to be a living lan- 
guage. 

It may perhaps be further urged, That ad- 
mitting this to be fo, yet how came the Chil- 
dren of I/rael to be call’d Hebrews, trom Heber, 
rather than any other of that Patriarch’s De- 
{cendants, unlefs it was that they preferved the 
Religion and Language of their Anceftor more 
pure and uncorrupt than the others did ? But I 
an{wer, That I have already fufficiently proved 
that the J/raelites received neither their Reli- 
gion nor Langnage from fo remote an Anceftor 
as Heber; that Yerah the father of Abraham 
was an Idolater, and it is certain that the Cove- 
nant God made with I/rael, whereby he chofe 
them to be his people, can be carried no higher 
than to Abraham, and from him (not Hever ) 
they alfo derived the name of Hebrews. For 
Habar, from whence Heber and Hebrew are de- 
rived, fignifies to pa/s over or to come from ano- 
ther place, or go to another place ; and the Sub- 

antive derived from it, fignifies thofe which 
live beyond fome great river or fome fea, which 
muft be pafsd over before they can come to us ; 
as we would fay here, a mau from beyond fea, 
that is, a flranger or fojourner come to fojourn 
among us from beyond fea. And in this fenfe 
it was that * Abrabam was called the Hebrew, 


* Gen. xiv. 13. XV. 33 
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which the Septuagint has therefore render’d 
7) megry, the ffranger or fojourner. And as he 
and his feed were ftrangers in a land not their 
own by the {pace of tour hundred years, the 
name of Hebrews or firangers was affixed and 
became appropriated to them: And they conti- 
nued it after they were fully fixed and fettled in 
the land of Canaan, that they might always re- 
member that they were originally ftrangers both 
there and in the land of * Egypt. God himfelt 
having given it as a reafon why he required 
them to be kind to ffrangers, becaufe they had 
been long ftrangers themfelves. And what fo 
proper to put them in mind of their having 
been ffrangers for fo long time, as their conti- 
nuing to themfelves the name of Hebrews or 
+ firangers¢ Hence then it was that Abrabam 
and his pofterity by I/aac and Facob were called 
Hebrews, and not from Heber. For, no reafon 
can be given why Abraham fhould have the name 
Hebrew from Heber, who was, though an An- 
ceftor, yet a very remote one from him, and 
that none of Heder’s nearer Defcendants fhould 
ever be called fo. But we have feen that there 
is very good reafon why he and his poiterity 
fhould be called Hebrews, as they were ftrangers 
that came into Canaan from beyond the Eu- 
phrates. 


Thofe who objeé& that Sem is called the Fa- 
ther of all the Children of \\ Heber, as if the 
word Heber were in this place the name of that 
Patriarch, beg the thing in queftion. For the 
word Heber in this place fignifies from beyond, 

* Exod. xxii. 21. + Levit. xix. 33. 
| Gen. x. ar. 
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and the fenfe is, the Children or Inhabitants be- 
yond, or beyond the Euphrates. For Mofes might 
well think it proper to acquaint us that the 
Nations beyond the Euphrates were the pofte- 
rity of Sem; but he could have no inducement 
to tell us that he was the Father, or Anceftor 
of the children of his great grandfon. To that 
which fome others objeét, That if the name 
Hebrew derive its origin as is bere maintained, 
it bad been no more proper to the pofterity of A- 
braham, Ifaac and Jacob, than to thofe of Lot, 
Ifhmael and Efau ; for Ifhmael and Efau were 
the fon and grandfon of Abraham, and Lot was 
a fivanger zu Canaan, as well as be, and came 
from the fame place with bim: It may be an- 
fwerd, That thofe will lye under the fame dif- 
ficulty from this objection, who derive the name 
Hebrew trom the patriarch Heber ; for Lot, Ibe 
zael and Efau were his defcendants, as well as 
the J/raclites. However, we need not fence 
againft this argument by retorting it. For there 
is very good reafon why this name fhould be 
fixed to the IJ/raelites, and not to the other; 
becaufe the Children of IJ/rae/ continued to be 
Strangers and Sojourners four hundred years to- 
gether, and alfo continued diftin& in their Re- 
ligion and Cuftoms from al! other Nations ; 
whereas the pofterity of Lot, D/bmael and Efau, 
were in a little time fettled in the Countries of 
Moab, Ammon, Arabia and Edom, and abandon’d 
the Religion of their Fathers, and embraced 
that of other Nations, that is, Pagani/m or Po- 
lytbe7fin. But the Children of I/rael always 
* dwelt alone, that is, in fuch a manner as to 
be ever diftinguifhed from other People, and 


* Y napees 
Num. xxi. 9. 


were 
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qwere not reckoned among the nations. And thus 
it was that the name which was firft common 
and appellative, did by cuftom become proper 
to the children of Ifrael. 

Thefe reafons, I think, are fufficient to prove, 
that there is no folid foundation for that opinion, 
which maintains that the Hebrew is the primi- 
tive Language which Adam himfelf f{pake, 
which was tranfmitted by him to all the Ante- 
diluvian Patriarchs, then was preferved by 
Noab and his fons, tranfmitted by Sem, <Ar- 
phaxad, and Salab to Heber, and preferved in 
his family after the Confufion at Babel. But 
as there is no ground to think that Heber’s fa- 
mily was exempted from the punifhment in- 
flicted on the Builders of Babel, and it is cer- 
tain that neither the true Religion, nor the 
Language which we cal] the Hebrew was pre- 
ferved in his family unto Abrabam’s time ; Cfor 
his pofterity, and particularly Zerab, the tather 
of Abraham, ferved other gods, and fpake the 
Chaldee Language) alfo that what we call the 
Hebrew Tongue was the Language of Canaan ; 
and there is no reafon to think that Canaan 
fhould be fo particularly favoured, as to have 
the primitive Tongue continued to his pofterity, 
when it was confounded in all other families or 
nations : we may very fately conclude, that He- 
brew was not the original Tongue fpoken by 
Noab and the Antediluvian Patriarchs. It is 
honour enough for it, that after it became the 
vulgar Language of Abrabam and his pofte- 
rity, God vouchfafed to reveal his Laws in that 
Tongue, and that the moft antient, and many 
of the moft facred Books are penned in it, even 
all the Books of the Old Teftament. 


And 
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And if the Hebrew Language be not the 
primitive Tongue fpoken by Adam and the du- 
tediluvian Patriarchs, there is no other can lay 
any juft claim to it: Nor does the Author think 
it worth his while to confute what fome have 
faid in favour of the High-Dutch, and others 
of the Celtick; but concludes that. it was 
entirely loft at Babel, or at leaft that no one 
can tell where it was preferved, which is much 
to the fame effect. 
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ARTICLE XXIL 


An EPISTLE in Verfe from the late 
Mr. CONGREVE, to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord COBHAM. 


S the Reader may be affured that the fol- 

lowing Poem was compofed by the late 
incomparable Mr. Congreve, his Name is fufii- 
cient to recommend it to the curious and 
ingenious part of Mankind; efpecially fince 
this is the firft time of its appearing in pub- 
lick. It may be look’d upon as a fmall Speci- 
men or firft-fruits as *twere of fome other poft- 
humous Pieces wrote by the fame fine Genius, 
with which we hope hereafter to entertain our 
Readers in fome future Journals. In this 
that is here publifhed, every true Englifbman 
muft be delighted to obferve that Love and 
Efteem of moral Virtue, and Paffion for his 
Coun- 
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Country, which the Poet difcovers on every 
occafion that has any relation to its Happinefs 
and Glory, which fhines through the whole. 
But of this more hereafter, in the fubjoined 
Differtation. 


Incereft Critick of my Profe or Rhime, 
Tell how thy pleafing Stow employs thy time ; 

Say, Cosuam, what amufes thy Retreat, 
Or Schemes of War, or Stratagems of State ? 
Do’ft thou recal to mind with joy or grief 
Great Maripsro’s Aétions ! that Immortal Chief, 
Whole flighteft Trophy rais’d in each Campaign 
More than fuffic’d to fignalize a Reign ? 
Do’s thy Remembrance rifing, warm thy Heart 
With Glory paft, where Thou thyfelf had’ft part ? 
Or do’ft thou grieve, indignant now to fee 
The fruitlefs End of all thy Victory ; 
To fee th’ audacious Foe, fo late fubdu’d, 
Difpute thofe Terms for which fo long they fu’d ? 
As if BkrTANNIA now was funk fo low, 
To beg that Peace fhe wonted to Leow ! 
Be far that Guilt---be never known that Shame, 
That ENcLanp fhou’d retraét her rightful Claim ; 
Or, ceafing to be dreaded and ador’d, 
Stain with her Pen the Luftre of her Sword. 
Or do’ft thou give the Winds, afar to blow, 
Each vexing Thought and heart-devouring Woe 5 
And fix the Mind alone on rural Scenes, 
To turn the level Lawns to liquid Plains ; 
To raife the creeping Rills from humble Beds, 
And force the latent Springs to lift their Heads, 
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On wat’ry Columns Capitals to rear, 
That mix their flowing Curls with upper Air? 
Or do’ft thou, weary grown, thefe Works neglect, 
No Temples, Statues, Obelisks erect ; 
But wait the morning Breeze from fragrant Meads, 
Or fhun the noon-tide Ray in wholfome Shades ; 
Or flowly walk along the mazy Wood, 
To meditate on all that’s wife and good ? 
For Nature bountiful, in Thee has join’d 
A Perfon pleafing with a worthy Mind ; 
Not giv’n the Form alone, but Means and Art 
To draw the Eye, or to allure the Heart. 
Poor were the Praife in Fortune to excel, 
Yet want the Will to ufe that Fortune well. 
While thus adorn’d, while thus with Virtue 

[ crown’d, | 
At home in Peace, abroad in Arms renown’d, 
Graceful in Form, and winning in Addrefs, 
While well you think what aptly you expre/s 5 
With Health, with Honour, with a fair Eftate, 
A Table free and elegantly neat : 
What can be added more to mortal Blifs ? 
What can he want, who ftands poffefs’d of this? 
What can the fondeft wifhing Mother more ! 
Of Heav’n attentive for her Son implore ? 
And yet a Happinefs remains unknown, 
Or to Philofophy reveal’d alone ; 
A Precept which unpraétis’d, renders vain 
Thy flowing Hopes, and Pleafure turns to Pain: 
Shou’d Hopes and Fears the Heart alternate tear, 
Or Love or Hate, or Rage or anxious Care ; 
What- 
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Whatever Paffions may thy Mind infeft ; 

Where is that Mind that Paffions ne’re moleft ? 

Amidft the Pangs of fuch inteftine Strife, 

Still think the prefent Day the laft of Life ; 

Defer not till To-morrow to be wife, 

'To-morrow’s Sun to thee may never rife : 

Or fhou’d To-morrow chance to chear thy Sight 

With her enliv’ning and unlook’d for Light, 

How grateful will appear her dawning Rays ? 

As Favours unexpected doubly pleafe. 

Who thus can think, and who fuch Thoughts 
[ purfues, 

Content may keep his Life, or calmly lofe. 

A Proof of this Thou may’ft thyfelf receive, 

When Leifure from Affairs will give thee leave. 


Come, fee thy Friend retir’d without regret, 
Forgetting Care, or ftriving to forget ; 
In eafy Contemplation foothing Time, 


With Morals much, and now and then with 
[ Rhime. 


Not fo robuft in Body as in Mind, 
And always undejected tho’ declin’d : 


Not wond’ring at the World’s new wicked ways, 
Compar’d with thofe of our Forefather’s Days ; 


For Virtue now is neither more nor lefs, 
And Vice is only vary’d in the Dreis : 
Believe it, Men have ever been the fame ; 
And all this golden Age is but a Dream. 
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ARTICLE XXIII. 


A DISSERTATION upon the Ufe of Mo- 
rality in PoETRY, and particularly in 
Epiflolary Writings , bere added on occa- 
fion of Mr. Congreve’s Poem. Wrote by 
Abbé Terraflon, 2 Member of the Royal 


Academy of Sciences at Paris. 


we true ftate of the queftion here is, What 
T ufe a Poet ought to make of Morality in 
Poetry, not at all regarding his obligations from 
the laws of Virtue or Confcience, but only the 
fuccefs and advantage of his writings, and the 
efteem and approbation of the publick ? 

The queftion thus put, may appear new 
among our Wits and Poets, and what perhaps 
they have not hitherto fo throughly confider’d 
in this view, as were to be wifh’d ; and may 
therefore the better deferve their moft ferious 
attention, their clofeft and moft impartial exa- 
mination. 

Men of fenfe, who may at the fame time 
think that. Poetry is defigned only to pleafe, 
muft all agree, that according to the rules and 
laws of Morality, a Poet fhould not abufe his 
wit and talents to adorn and recommend vice. 
When therefore Mr. Dryden, Mr. Otway, and 
Sir Charles Sidley have faid, in fome part of 
their writings, That there was no other law in 
Dra- 
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Dramatick poetry befides that of pleafing ; and 
that if this was obtained, they needed not be 
concern’d for any other; they muft then only 
have compared the law of pleafing with fome 
other inferior rules of Poetry, which ’twas fup- 
pofed they had violated : And fuppofing indeed 
that there were inftances where this law did 
not agree to thofe rules, they then preferr’d 
(with a great deal of reafon) the fenfible ad- 
vantage, or the delight and pleafure which their 
writings yielded, to a vain and abfurd obferva- 
tion of the pretended rules of art. Ameutis eft 
fuperftitione preceptorum, contra rationem cauf@e 
trabi*. But as to objections made againft any 
of their writings with reference to Morality, 
none of them would have anfwer’d, That pro- 
vided they could but have pleafed and enter- 
tained their Readers or Spectators, they were 
indifferent how much they debauched or cor- 
rupted them. On the contrary, they have al- 
ways endeavour’d to fhew at leaft a fenfe, in 
which their writings were fo far from being in- 
confiftent with good Manners, that they were 
rather proper to promote and produce them. 
And in proportion ftill as thofe writers were of 
a fuperior judgment, had a more improved ge- 
nius, and finer tafte, they have more earneiftly 
and effeétually endeavour’d after moral Inftru- 
€tion, and laid the great ftrefs of the fuccefs 
of all their Compofitions and Writings upon 
it. 
But it will here be asked, Whether a Poet 
who abounds with the fineft ideas of things, 
and excels in the poetical ftile and di€tion, does 


® Quintilian. 
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not deferve the name of a Poet, and come up 
to his character, tho’ his writings may other- 
wife rather tend to promote the intereft of 
Vice, than Morality and Virtue? And they'll 
here produce the examples of feveral, both in 
the Lyrick and Dramatick way ; in which kind 
of Poetry yet it might feem that Morality was 
more effential and neceflary, than in any 
other. And they'll think they have here- 
by demonftrated, That the beauty and perfe- 
étion, no more than the fuccefs and general 
efteem of poetical writings and compofitions, 
don’t depend upon the virtue or morality of the 
performance. 

We have two general Anfwers to return to 
this objection : The firft is, That the beauties 
and ornaments of Poetry being ever pleafant 
and agreeable in their own nature, will there- 
fore always neceflarily produce their effect to a 
certain degree, tho’ placed upon never fo im- 
moral and vicious a foundation: As we may 
fee every day, how an Author who is endow’d 
with wit, learning and genius, can beautify and 
adorn the moft trifling and barren fubjetts, 
whilft the moft fruitful and beautiful only wi- 
ther and die in the hands of a bad or indifferent 
writer. 

I anfwer, fecondly, That man having a mix- 
ture of good and evil in him, of noble and 
bafe principles ; if he’s charm’d and pleas’d with 
writings wherein Virtue is juftly and nobly re- 
prefented, he is alfo but too often delighted 
with fuch as only raife and gratify his vicious 
and irregular appetites and paffions. Yet I dare 
boldly affirm, that the pleafure and fatisfaétion 
the Readers of fuch vicious and immoral pieces 
receive, relates only to the groffer pleafures of 
fenfe ; 
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fenfe ; of which thofe who are ignorant of the 
nobler and fublimer pleafures of Religion and 
Virtue, are apt to judge very falfely; but no per- 
fon in-the world can ever relifh a Poem, where 
they fee violence, brutality and injuftice triumph 
and flourifh ; in a word, whatever is prejudicial 
to the temporal intereft and advantage of men, 
to the peace and felicity of human {ociety. 


The very great and fo long continued efteem 
and reputation of Homer's Iliad, where yet all 
thofe vices are feen perfe€tly triumphant, I 
know will be here objected: But thofe who 
moft admire this Poem, are fo tar from owning 
this fault and imperfection in it, that on the 
contrary they propofe. it as an excellent model 
of moral Inftruétion. Yet as all thofe vices, 
fo oppofite and contrary to the publick peace 
and tranquillity, and inconfiftent with the hap- 
pinefs of all human fociety, make the effential 
and diftinguifhing character of all the gods and 
heroes. che moft celebrated and extol’d through- 
out that Poem; and that neither the one nor 
the other ever fucceed in any of their underta- 
kings, but in proportion as they are more or 
lefs guilty of fuch grofs vices; I therefore af- 
firm and maintain, that all the friends and par- 
tifans of Homer, without even excepting Madam 
Dacier herfelf, Chis moft zealous defender, and 
warmett as well as beft advocate ) have hitherto 
only efteem’d and admir’d the I/iad through the 
power of a long and inveterate cuftom and pre- 
judice ; but were firft equally with our felves 
fhock’d thereat, from their own inward fenfe 
and feeling. 

And indeed, to be fully convinced of this, 
we need only read Madama Dacier’s own Pre- 
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face from the beginning to the end, together 
with her remarks on this Poem, and obferve 
the perpetual apologetical turn that runs thro 
the whole. For what can thofe apologies and 
vindications fo often repeated import, but that 
Madam Dacier, from the natural juftnefs of her 
own excellent good fenfe and underftanding, 
and the original genuine probity of her heart, 
firft judged Homer’s Iliad vicious and bad, be- 
fore fhe could by a great deal of learned arti- 
fice and fophiftry fo tar impofe upon herfelf, as 
to efteem this Poem a moral or virtuous one ; 
and that fhe was at firft equally fenfible as we 
are, and felt as lively the perpetual faults and 
abfurdities of a Poet, whom yet fhe would now 
perfuade us to admire as fondly and falfely as 
herfelf? For, had ever any Commentator or 
Critick occafion for fuch far-fetch’d and ftrain’d 
apologies, in an Expofition or Comment upon 
Virgil? Can any one have occafion for fuch in 
explaining or tranflating a Racine, a Row, or 
an Addijou ° Do thefe Authors prefent us with 
any thing, which even at firft fight appears to 
tranfgreis againft all the rules of virtue, ho- 
nour and decorum ? They are not free perhaps 
from faults, and even faults againft good man- 
ners and morality: But one muft be endow’d 
indeed with a very nice and fine tafte, an ex- 
guifite difcernment to difcover them. Whereas 
all Madam Dacier’s great acutenefs and profound 
erudition can’t fo much as either conceal, or 
extenuate the faults of Homer ; efpecially thofe 
where he grofsly violates and tramples upon all 
the laws of virtue and morality. 


There may again be another objection brought 
here againft our affertion, from the example of 
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a famous modern Author; I mean the celebra- 
ted Fontaine, whofe Zales may be produced as 
inftances in the {maller poetry (as Homer’s Iliad 
was in the greater) of Poems that don’t in the 
leaft owe the great fuccefs and reputation they 
have fo univerfally obtained in the world, to 
the goodnefs or excellence of their Morality. I 
an{wer to this objection, and at the fame time 
prove my affertion by the preference that feve- 
ral perfons of the beft judgment and tafte give 
to the Fables of this illuftrious Author, above 
his Zales. ‘This opinion will be always able to 
fupport itfelf, and may be much better defended 
than the other. Mr. Fontaine’s Fables not only 
delight and charm children, by the beautiful 
and natural images they perpetually prefent them 
with, but alfo very profitably and agreeably en- 
tertain adult perfons of the beft fenfe and ftrong- 
eft judgment, by the exquifite finenefs and de- 
licacy of the views and fentiments with which 
they abound: They inftil with pleafure, or ra- 
ther with the moft agreeable furprize, into the 
minds of young people, the firft principles of 
prudence and juftice, and all other virtues ne- 
ceflary in the commerce of a world they are yet 
fo unacquainted with. And men of the beft 
fenfe and ripeft judgment, will find there with 
pleafure, and even often with joy and tranfport, 
what they have already learn’d from experience, 
concerning the various events and accidents otf 
human life. Can the Zales afford a delight or 
fatisfaction equal to this ? We know that Z/op 
was the original Inventor of this manner of wri- 
ting in Fables ; but the coldnefs and drynefs of 
his Profe, fo improper to this fort of writing, 
may be objefted to him; which Socrates was 
O 2 firft 
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firft fenfible poetry was moft fit for, and beft 
adapted to. Phedrus was alfo of this opinion, 
fince he compofed his Fables in verfe ; but dou- 
bly too fervile an Imitator, in firft taking his 
fubjects from A/fop, and then with refpeét to 
his ftile in imitating Terence, not in what Ze- 
rence has fine and excellent, but where he is 
low and flat: But if ever there was any thing 
new and original in the Bel/es Lettres, unknown 
to preceding ages, it muft be own’d ’tis the 
turn and ftile of Fontaine. 


But ’tis not fufficient for the advantage or 
excellence of poetical compofitions, not fimply 
to tranfgrefs herein, nor that they don’t fo 
openly and flagrantly violate and oppofe all the 
rules of Religion and Virtue; I here affign a 
much larger {cope and latitude to this propofi- 
tion, and afirm, That abftra€ting from all con- 
fiderations either of the character or honour of 
the Poet, or the advantage of the Reader, that 
all poetical compofitions whatever ( whether of 
the. fmaller or greater kind) derive their prin- 
cipal, all their moft diftinguifhing and effential 
beauties and perfeétions, folely from the mora- 
lity of the performance ; fo that of two com- 
pofitions equally perfect, that ftill in which 
morality is beft taught and inculcated, fhall be 
always the moft approved and efteemed, and 
this not only by perfons of a ferious and virtu- 
ous temper and caft of mind, but alfo by the 
generality of even the vicious and loofer part of 
mankind, ‘This ’twere eafy to prove, by a full 
indu€tion in all the feveral branches and fpecies 
of poetry: But we fhall confine ourfelves now 
to. what regards the fmaller poetry only, parti- 
cularly that in the epiftolary way, as what gave 
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the immediate occafion to the prefent Article ; 
referving the other branches to fome other op- 
portunity. 


The firft example and model of fuch moral 
poetical Epiftles as we are now treating of, that 
occurs in antiquity, we find in Horace ; and 
which Mr. Boz/eau has fince revived with fo 
much diftinétion and glory. ’Tis true, he hath 
mot endeavour’d, as AMorace, to conceal the 
meafure of his Verfe: Thofe of Mr. Boileau 
have all the harmony and cadence of which 
the French poetry is capable : But he has admi- 
rably imitated and fucceeded in the moral and 
grave manner of the Latin poet, and even car- 
ried it much further, by improving and reform- 
ing it from all it had falfe or impure. This 
indeed is what chiefly obtain’d Mr. Boz/eau his 
great reputation. Before him, all our leffer 
Poems turn’d only upon vain and trifling fub- 


jects ; and Men were at laft charm’d to find a 


Poet, whofe verfe abounded with good fenfe 
and folidity, as well as ornament and beauty ; 
the effect of a fine judgment, as well as a bright 
and ftrong imagination. And as Morality can- 
not be taught even in verfe, but with an ap- 
pearance of reafoning and argument, it there- 
fore always gives the writer the chara¢ter of a 
Man of great reach and fenfe ; and raifes him 
far above the rank and level of others, though 
otherways the brighteft and moft polite Au- 
thors. The fuccefs of Horace’s Epiftles, and 
thofe of Mr. Bot/eau, perfuade me that all Epi- 
ftles whatever, as well thofe which are addref- 
fed to the greateft heroes, as thofe defigned 
only for private perfons, fhould ftill lay down 
for their foundation fome principle of Mora- 
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lity ; fo that the actions or praifes of the per- 
fon we addrefs on fuch occafions, fhould on! 
come in as inftances or applications of the prin- 
ciple firft laid down. ‘This is what Mr. Bosleau 
has pertectly well obferved, efpecially in the 
Epiftle which begins thus ; 


Grand Roy ceft vainement qwabjurant la Satyre, 
Pour toy feul Deformais favois fait veu @efcrire. 


In which he inculcates this moral maxim, That 
they are not great or remote Conquefts, but the 
wifdom and goodnefs of a Government, which 
make a great King. 


This great and important truth, hitherto fo 
little confider’d and attended to by thofe whom 
it moft concerned, might ftill be made more 
evident, and more clearly and fully infer- 
red and illuftrated, from the examples of our 
own greateft writers, fuch as the late Earl of 
Halifax, Mr. Prior, Mr. Stepney, Mr. Addifon, 
Mr. Dodiugton, Mr. Pope, Mr. Weilfted and o- 
thers, in fome of their poetical compofures of 
this fort. But this Article already exceeding the 
bounds we defigned it, we muft here break it 
off. We may perhaps refume this fubje€t, and 
purfue it much further in another Journal. 





ARTICLE XxXIV. 


_JFERE we intended to have given the Cop- 
tinuation of Article KI. in laft Journal, 
or 
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or the fecond Part of the full and impartial View 
of the Controver{y concerning Sir Ifaac Newton’s 
Chronology, &c. as we there promifed. But not 
having fufficient room leit for fo curious an 
Article ; and which is now efteemed of that 
kigh moment and importance by the whole 
learned world, that all the greateft Men and 
rooft famous Antiquaries and Chronologers of 
the age, both at home and abroad, Cif our fo- 
reign intelligence may be depended upon) 
appear already actually engaged in the Contro- 
verfy ; we muft, to do juftice to fo great a fub- 
ject, defer the further profecution thereof to 
the nex: Journal. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 


The General History of PRINTING, 
in two Volumes in ato, The firft of which 
contains the Hiflory thereof from its In- 
fancy about the year 1440 to 1520; in 
which all the remarkable Occurrences are 
regularly confider'd. The fecond Volume 
contains the practical part : In which the 
Materials are fully defcribed, and the 
manual Operations explained in a fami- 
liax manner. By S. PALMER. 1729. 


O 4 Tuts 













































































216 The Prefent State of Art. 25 


HIS Work is divided into twe Varts, and 
fix Books. 
The three firft Books that make up the © 
Volume, confift of the Hiftory of r. 


Printing, frora its crigin about the yeu 
till I§20. 
The fecond Voluine, which contains tic ore. 


laft Books, gives us the practical Art of Print- 
ing through its feveral ftages. 


This Subjeét was never treated of fo copi- 
oufly, nor the Art traced from its original in io 
general and regular a method. ‘The Author has 
obliged the world with the beft Account tnat 
ever was extant of all the Eng/:/b Printers, and 
the largeft Catalogues ot their refpective works 
from the Art’s being firft planted at Oxford, ‘to 
the year 1§50. 

Lovers of Antiquity, no doubt, will be pleas’d 
with fo curious and ufeful a Colleétion of fcarce 
and uncommon as well as valuable books, in 
which are fuch a number of old Englifh Hi- 
ftory, as are not to be met with any where 
elfe ; nor is there any queftion but that it will 
be very entertaining and inftructive. 

The honour Mr. Palmer has had of receiving 
both advice and affiftance from Gentlemen of 
the nobleft extraction, as well as eminent for 
their learning and fine tafte, has enabled him 
‘o compleat a Work, which as it has been the 
‘abour of feveral years, and in our opinion 
highly praife-worthy, we heartily wifh it may 
meet with that favourable reception with the 
Publick it fo juftly deferves. 

I fhall not anticipate the oe oe pleafure, 
by giving him any abltraét of the defign ; Por 
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fhall only tranfcribe the Contents of the whole 
Work, that he may form an agreeable Idea of 
what he may expect from a Treatife on fuch 
curious Topicks, and executed with fuch inde- 
fatigable induftry and folid judgment. 


Vout. I. containing the following Particu- 
Jars : 

Book 1. Chap.I. An Enquiry into what might 
probably give birth to the Art of Printing, and 
induce the firft Inventors to undertake it. 

Chap. II. The vaft difparity between the firft 
rude and tedious way of Printing upon Blocks 
of wood, and the more perfeét and expeditious 
one of feparate Metal-Types, with refpeét to 
its ingenuity and ufefulnefs. 

Chap, III. That the City of Mentz, and the 
famous Fobn Fauft, juftly claim the honour of 
this Invention ; the teftimonies of the beft wri- 
ters in favour "of them, as well of fuch who 
wrote foon after the difcovery of the Art, as 
thofe of later date. 

Chap. IV. Other teftimonies in favour of 
Mentz and Fauf?, drawn from plain and authen-. 
tick facts. 

Chap. V. The pretenfions of the City of Har- 
lem, in favour of Coffer, fully examined and 
confuted. 

Chap. VI. Thofe of the City of Strasdurgh, 
in favour of Mentel, likewife retuted. 

Chap. VII. An enquiry concerning five books 
now extant, in the Pembroke Library, printed 
on wood, and faid to have been printed at [1ar- 
lei, and fuppofed to have been the firft Effays 
of the Art of Printing, fuch as the Speculuir, 
or de Spighel, Donatus, Ars moriendi, &c. 

Chap. VUIL Of the Time in which this Art 
was difcover'd. 

Chap 
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Chap. YX. A differtation on fome of the firft 
Books printed by the improved Method of fe- 
parate Metal-Types, viz. the Codex P/almorum, 
Durand’s Rationale, Catholicon, Bible, &c. 


Chap. X. Of feveral very remarkable Tranfa- 
€tions, which happen’d during the interval of 
the firft ten years, 7. e. between the difcovery 
and promulgation of the Art ; particularly that 
of Fauf’s going to Paris, and felling fome of 
his printed Bibles for Manufcripts, which gave 
birth to the ftory of Dr. Faujtus, &c. 


Chap. XI. That fome of Fau/?’s Servants, who 
forfook him, fettled at Strasburgh, and with 
Guttenbergh’s affiftance fet up the bufinefs of 
Printing there. The origin and progrefs of 
Calcography. Conclufion, 


Book Il. Chap. 1. Of the difperfion of the reft 
of Fauf’s Servants, after the taking of the City 
of Mentz, Anuo 1462, and the places where they 
fettled : Schoeffer continues Printing at Mentz; 
Books printed only in his own name, and after- 
wards with that of his Son fobu Schoeffer, whom 
he took in Partner with him. 


Chap. 11. ‘The Encouragement the firft Pub- 
lifhers of this Art met with, even from Princes 
and learned Men, in moft Cities of Exrope. 


Chap. II. Of the firft Printers that brought 
the Art to Rome, who were almoft ruin’d by 
the great numbers ot Books they printed, which 
obliged them to petition the Pope for a Main- 
tenance ; and of fome others who afterwards 
met with much better fuccefs there. 


Chap. TV. Of the three firft Printers who car- 
ried irto Paris; the Encouragement they met 
with; 
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with ; the Books printed by them ; and other 
particulars relating to them. 

Chap. V. Of feveral other Cities in Exrope 
where Printing was likewife fet up, and of the 
Books printed there. 


Chap. V1. Of feveral famous Printers who 
fignalized themfelves ; of fome celebrated Cor- 
rectors and Patrons of Printing; in particular 
fome very learned Bifhops, who prepared Copies 
for them, and attended the Corrections of their 
Impreffions. 


Chap. VII. Of the great Improvements which 
were made to it, from the time of its firft pro- 
mulgation to the year 1520. 


Chap. VIII. Of Aldus Manutius at Venice, 
who was the firft Inventor of Italick Letters, by 
fome called, from him, Aldine : His reafons for 
it were to abrogate the vaft quantities of Abbre- 
viations then fo frequently ufed, that fome books 
were obliged to be publifhed on purpofe to fhew 
the method of reading them. 


Chap. 1X. Of feveral large Volumes in Greek, 
printed by him, in order to revive the ftudy of 
that tongue, which met with defired fuccefs all 
over Europe ; feveral other particulars relating to 
that famous and learned Printer; as alfo of the 
Works that came from his Prefs. 


: Chap. X. Of Hebrew Printing, where and by 
whom, and what Books were firft printed in 
that language. 


Book III. Chap.1. Of the Manner, Diligence, i” 
Induftry and great Expence of bringing this Art ig. 
to England. ' i 


Chap. 







































220 The Prefent State of Art. 25. 


Chap. II. Its being brought to Oxford, where 
it was firft pra€tis’d, and the Books printed 
there. 

Chap. III. Its Remove from Oxford to Weft- 
wminfrer, St. Albans, Loudon, Cauterbury, &c. and 
its Improvements. 

Chap. 1V. An alphabetical and chronological 
Lift of the Englif> Printers ; their Rebus’s or 
Marks, and Places of abode; Obfervations on 
feveral of their printed Books, from the Art’s 
being firft brought to England in the year 1468, 
to 1550; collected from Mr. Pugjord’s Papers, 
firft-printed Books, old Andrew Maun/el’s 
Cataloguc, and other unqueftionable Authori- 
ties. 

Chap. V. Some Memoirs of its further pro- 
gref{s, till it was incorporated with the Company 
of Stationers, the 4th of Philip and Mary. 

Chap. VI. An Effay towards a Hiftory of fome 
of the moft celebrated Engli/b Printers, who 
have been eminent for their Learning or Per- 
formances to this time. 

Chap. VII. Of the progrefs of Printing in 
Scotland, and of the Printers there. 

Chap. VIII. Of fome Books printed in Ie- 
Land, 


Vox. IL. contains the praétical Part, under 
the following heads. 


Book I. Chap. 1. Of Letter-founding, or caft- 
ing Letters ; the proportional number of each 
Letter, obferved by the Founders in cafting a 
Font. 

bap. 11. A Specimen of the feveral forts of 
Letters of the Eng/i/> Founders. 


Chap. 
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Chap. III. A critical differtation on the Found- 
ing-Houfes of Europe. 

Chap. 1V. A detcription of all the Materials 
ufed in Printing, as far as they relate to the 
Compofitor’s bufinefs ; the names of the fizes of 
Printing-Letter in England, Holland, France, 
Germany and Italy: Their proportions as to 
magnitude, namely, the number of each con- 
tained ina foot fquare:- 

Chap. V. Plain and familiar Inftruétions for 
performing the Manual Operations of the Compo- 
fitor’s work. — , 

Chap. VI. Draughts or Plans for all manner 
of Impofitions from Folie, Quarto, &c. to an 
hundred and twenty eight Pages in one Form ; 
z.e. the manner’ of placing each Page fo, that 
when the Book-binder folds the Sheet, it may 
falt into its proper order. 

Chap. VII. ‘Tables ready caft up for Folio’s, 
z.e. the Figures at the head of each Page, for 
all fiz’d Volumes, both in fheets and quires, to 
any Signature as far as ever have heen, or may 
be ufed. 


Book II. Chap. I. Of Correétion ; the office 
of a-Correétor ; a Lift of all the Marks made 
ufe of in correéting Proof-fheets. 

Chap. Il. Neceffary Inftruétions to Gentle- 
men, who are unacquainted with the method 
of preparing Copy for the Prefs. | 

Chap. III. Several methods of cafting-off Co- 
py ; that is, the manner of computing how much 
any given quantity of Manufcript or other Copy 
will make, on any fiz’d Letter, ‘and in any Vo- 
lume. : 


Chap. 
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Chap. IV. A new Difcourfe on Pointing, 
containing its rife and progrefs ; with ftandard- 
rules for placing all the Points or Stops made ufe 
of in Printing. | 

Chap. V. The Alphabet of the following 
- Languages ; a fhort Praxis of reading. them ; 
Bills of proportion for cafting Fonts to each ; 
‘Models of the Cafes, or the manner in which 
the Letters lie in the Boxes ; with fhort Inftru- 
étions for compofing them, viz. French, Italian, 
Spanifo, Welfo, Irifo, Saxon, Sclavonian, Gothic, 
Runic, Coptic, Armeniqu, Latin, Greek, Hebrew 
and Rabbinic, Chaldee, Samaritan, Syriac, Ara- 
bic, Perficy old Perfic, Ethiopic. 


Book II. Chap. I. A particular defcription 
of the parts of a Printing-Prefs, with the ufe 
of each part, reprefented by curious Draughts 
on Copper-Plates, drawn and engraved by the 
beft Matters. | 

Chap. 11. Of the other Materials made ufe 
of by Prefs-Men ; with neceflary Inftructions to 
make good Prefs-work. 

Chap. UI. The manual Oprerations of the 
Prefs-man through his feveral ftages. 

Chap. IV. The true Model of a commodious 
Warehoufe defcribed. 

Chap. V. Of the Poles, Book-prefs, Peel, &c. 
belonging to the Warehoufe. 

Chap. VI. The Office of a Warehoufe- 
Keeper. 

Chap. VII. Of recovering damaged Paper to 
its Colour. 

Chap. VIII. A Specimen of the Printing-Let- 
ters, with the name before each fort, in Mr. Pa/- 
mers Printing- Houle. 


This 
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This Work is intended to be publifh’d in Parts, 
N°. I. is already printed, and confifting of nine 
fheets, which contain the firft feven Chapters of 
the firft Book. And the fame number of fheets 
is defigned to be publifhed regularly each fol« 
lowing month, till the whole is finifhed. 





ARTICLE XXVL 


STATE of Learning. 


OXFORD. 


) 4 R. Thomas Hutchinfon, of Hart-Haf, 

is printing here in one Volume in 
Ato, agreeing in Size, Print and Paper, with 
that of the Kups MaJe/e lately publifhed by him; 
Xenophon’s Kgs “AvdCacs and Aop’s cis “Ayncaadoy 
qoy Bactrsa. 


The Text will be carefully revifed, and re- 
prefented according to the beft Editions yet 
extant, compar’d with a MSS of the ’AvdCaas, 
in the Library. belonging to Eton-College, and 
a MSS in the Royal Library at Paris. 


The Latin Verfion of Leunclavins, being 
examined by the Original and compar’d with 
other Verfions, will be in many places re- 
form’d. 


Notes 
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Notes critical, hiftorical and philological will 
be fubjoined to each page, wherein they feem 
requifite. And, befide thofe of the learned 
Commentators, made ufe of in the Edition of 
the Kue« Made, there will be added fome ma- 
nufcript remarks of of: Scaliger, Cl. Salmafius, 
and Cour. Sam. Schurzflei{chius, oftered by a 
learned Correfpondent of a foreign Country. 


To the ’AvdCans will be prefix’d a Differta- 
tion, containing fome obfervations which re- 
late to the Author of this Hiftory, and will il- 
luftrate the geographical part of it. 


There will be annexed a Map, according to 
the draught of the eminent Mr. Delz/le, and 
proper Indexes, with additional Obfervations 
upon the preceding Volume. 


If. We have juft printed off here, in two 
Volumes in 8vo at the Theatre, Lzber niger Sac 
carii, & Codice Calamo exarato, defcripfit &9 nunc 
primum edidit Tho. Hearn, A.M. Qui & cunt 
duobus aliis Codicibus MSS. coutulit, Willhel- 
mique ettam Worceltrii Anuales rerum Auglica- 
rum Cantebac itidem ineditos) fubjecit. 

The firft payment for this Work to Subfcri- 
bers was one Guinea the large, and half a Gui- 
nea the fmall paper. The fecond payment is 
to be the fame with the firft. 


III. The fame famous Editor is alfo now 
printing in 8vo from an ancient MS, Hiéfforia 
Vite &§ Regni Richardi IT. Regis Anglia, a 
Monacho quodam de Evefham~ confignata. To 
which will be added (from an old original MS) 
fobn Rofs’s hiftorical Account of the Earls of 


Warwick. 
The 














Art. 26. the Republick of Letters. 225 


The price of this Work (never before print- 
ed) is a Guinea the large, and half a Guinea 
the {mall paper ; which money is to be paid all 
together at the time of fubfcription. Subferip- 
tions are taken in by the Publifher at Edmund- 
Hall; or by “fofepb Brookland, at the Theatre 
Printing-Houfe in Oxford. 


CAMBRIDGE. 
I. npenens is lately publifhed here, A View 


of the ancient Laws againft Immorality 
and Profanenefs, under the following heads ; 
viz. Lewdnefs, profane Swearing, Curfing and 
Blafphemy, Perjury, Profanation of Days de- 
voted to Religion, Contempt or Neglect of di- 
vine Service, Drunkennefs, Gaming, Idlenets, 
Vagrancy and Begging ; Stage-plays and Play- 
ers, and Duelling. Collected from the ews, 
Roman and Greek, Gothick, Lombard and other 
Laws, down to the middle of the XIth Cen- 
tury. By obi Di/ney, M. A. Vicar of St. Ma- 
rys in Nottinghain. 


II. As likewife here is juft printed in 4to the 
following Treatife : Martini Warren ad Amicum 
Epi?clay in qua Curandi Methodus €§ Ratio in 
Febribus uuper graffantibus ; Corticis Peruviaut 
Periculum, Incertitudo, €8 Infalubritas breviter 
explicatur. 


LONDON. 
I, ae) as is now publifhed a beautiful and 


correct Edition of ‘foaunis Cait Bri- 
tani de Canibus Britannicis liber unus 
Manz CH 1729. P De 
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De variorum Animalium & Stirpium liber 
UUS. 

De Libris propriis liber unus. 

De Pronunciatione Grace & Latine Lingua, 
cum Scriptione nova, libellus. 
Ad optimorum exemplarium fidem recogniti; a 
S. Jebb, MM. D. 


II. There’s alfo lately publifhed, Catalogus 
Nammorum Sueco-Gothicorum, ufualium ac memo- 
ralium, veterum recentinmque ; in Mufeo Gran- 
geriano Holmie curtose affervatorum : Concinna- 
tus «a Nicolao Kedero Holmienfi, Regii antiqui- 
tatum Collegii affeffore. Accedunt alit Nummi, 
ab eodem defcripti. 


Iff. There’s printed here, Matt. Glandor- 
pit Bremenfis, Medici clariffimi, Opera ome 
Nid; Viz. 

1. Speculum Chirurgorum, in quo guid in uno- 
quoque vulnere faciendum confpicitur ac pertralta- 
tur. | 

2. Methodus medende Paronychia : Cué acceffit 
Gecas Obfervationrim. 

3. Trattatus de Polypo Narium affectu gravi- 
fimo, Obfervationibus tHuftratus. 

4. Gazophylacium polyplufinm, fonticulorum €3 
fetouum referatum. 

Antebae feorfim edita, nunc fimul colletta, & 
plurimum emendata. 


IV. On Monday, March 14. Mr. Alexander 
Gerdon prefented his new Hiftory of Pope Ale- 
sander the VIth and his Son Ce/ar Borgia (of 
which fo large and. particular an Account has 
been given in the IXth Article of our Journal, 

for 
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for the month of February laft, and again in 
the XIXth Article of this prefent month) to 
the King and Queen, and was very gracioufly 
recéived, and had the honour to kifs Their Ma- 
jefties Hands. And on Tuefday the 18th of 
March, he prefented the faid Book to his Roya! 
Highnefs the Prince of //ales, and had the ho- 
nour to kifs his Royal Highnefs’s Hand. 


The fame Hiftory is now alfo tranflated into 
French, and printing in Holland tor Mr. Mor- 
tier, Bookfeller in Amfterdam. 


V. The Pbilofopbical Tranfattions , lately 
publifhed here for the Month of December 
Jaft, contain feveral remarkable Curiofities ; 


Viz. 


zr. Remarks on the Height of Mountains in 
general, and of thofe of Swi/ferJand in par- 
ticular ; with an Account of the Rife of 
fome of the moft confiderable Rivers of 
Europe. By F. G. Scheuchzer, M. D. 


2. Optical Experiments made in the Begin- 
ning of Auguf? 1728, before the Prefident 
and feveral Members of the Royal Society, 
and other Gentlemen of feveral Nations, 
upon occafion of Signior Rizzetti’s Op- 
ticks ; with an Account of the faid Book, 
by 7. Z. Defagiliers, L.L.D. and F.R.S. 


3. The Method of making Yin-Plates, ex- 
tracted from the Memoirs of the Academy 
of Sciences for the year 1725, by Weliam 
Rutty, M. D. R.S. Secr. | 
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4. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. Fames 
Bradley, Savilian Profefflor of Aftronomy 
at Oxford, and F.R.S. to Dr. Edmund 
Halley, Afivonow. Reg. giving an account 
of a néw difcover’d Motion of the Fix’d 
Stars. 


The laft Difcourfe efpeciafly, which contains 
an Account of a new difcover’d apparent Mo- 
tion of the fix’d Stars, but indeed a real de- 
monftration (even to fenfe) of the annual Mo- 
tion of our Earth, muft needs extremely excite 
the curidfity and attention of every one, who 
is not void of all tafte; and the eafy and fami- 
liar way in which it is here proved and explain- 
ed, muft render it equally agreeable and enter- 
taining, as it is new and furprizing. When one 
fees how all the perplex’d, and in every other 
Hypothefis moft unaccountable Phenomena of 
this apparent motion of the Stars, flows fo ea- 
fily and naturally from the Earth’s annual mo- 
tion in her Orbit, when taken in conjunétion 
with the progreffive motion of Light (the de- 
gree of whofe Velocity is alfo by the fame dif- 
cover'd and more exaétly determined, than ever it 
was before) as gives us a new demonftration of 
that beautiful fimplicity and wonderful regula- 
rity that obtains in all the Celeftial Moti- 
ons, €8c. 

But we have not room here to enter into 
any detail ; befides that this were interfering 
with the defign of another Tract, whofe pecu- 
liar province it is to communicate to the pub- 
Jick all Mathematical and Phyfico-mathemati- 
cal Difcoveries. 


VI. On 
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VI. On Tuefday, March the 25th, Mr. Ton- 
fox prefented his new Edition of Rymer’s Fa- 
dera, in Seventeen Volumes in Folio, to Their 
Majetties. 

This Work is printed with the utmoft care ; 
and to make it as exact as the nature of it res 
quires, and the importance of it deferves, it 
has been collated anew with the Records in the 
Jower by Mr. Holmes : By which means, many 
material paragraphs omitted in the former Edi- 
tion, are with due care fupply’d in this, and 
the whole carefully corrected. 


VII. There is now printing here by Sub- 
{cription, an Englifh Edition in Folio of Andrea 
Palladio’s four Books of Architeéture, according 
to the firft Italian Edition at Venice in 1570. 
Revifed by Colin Campbell, Efq; Author of V7- 
travis Britannicus, 

As the defign of this Edition is to exhibit 
the genuine Work of Palladio in the Englifh 
tongue, the whole will be faithfully tranflated, 
and all the Plates (210 in number ) will be 
exactly engraved by the beft hands, trom the 
above-mentioned Venice Edition, which is al- 
low’d to be the moft accurate of any extant, 
being corrected by himfelf. And to make this 
Work of a more general ufe, A Gloffary will 
be added to this Edition, explaining the moft 
difficult terms in Architecture. 


VIII. We have at laft publifh’d Propofals for a 
great and noble Work, and what has long been 
a Defideratum in the Englifh Republick of Let- 
ters. It is a Tranflation of the fixteen Books 
af TLully’s Epiftles to Atticus, with Notes, €c. 
P 3 in 
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in two Volumes in 4to, on a fine Genoa Paper, 
and in a neat fizeable Letter. To which will 
be prefix’d the Lives of thofe two eminent Ro- 
mans. 


The great difficulty and nicety of doimg ju- 
{tice to the original, (which has been always 
allow’d, by the beft judges, to be what the 
greateft genius could do upon the niceft and 
ereateft fubject) had hitherto deterr’d almoft 
every one from attempting it: But it feems now 
undertaken Cif we can judge by the Specimen ) 
by a very fine pen, and one equal to the 
task. 

But it may be more fatisfa€tory to our Read- 
ers, to fee how the Tranflator expreffes him- 
felf on this occafion, in drawing the chara¢ter 
of his great original. 


6 THE Ignorance Hiftorians are often in of 
: the true Springs of Aétion, their want 
of political Sagacity, their defeéts fometimes 
in Stile and Language, and fometimes their 
prejudices to particular Perfons and Interefts, 
are Circuraftances, among others, that take off 
very much from the pleafure and profit one 
might hope for from their Performances. 

© The Work here propos’d, or Tully’s Epifiles 
to Atticus, which are no other than State- 
Tratts in a damiliar drefs, is not liable to any 
of thefe objections ; the Writer of them, like 
the Perfon written to, was unequall’d in can- 
dor, and had no Superior for genius: He was 
himfelf the chief Aétor in all he relates. 

* Thus his whole Relation, taken together, 
* makes the fineft, as well as “truelt Secret Hi- 
* {tory that ever appear’d ; the Secret ee 
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of the Romans, in the moft delicate Conjun- 
tures of all their Affairs, and in that period 
of their Empire, which was no lefs fruitful of 
great Men, than great Events: A Hiftory, 
that is not a mere dry recital of publick Tran- 
factions, but which leads one into the moft 
intimate retirements of Men, whofe Hearts 
and private Thoughts are what a wife Man 
weuld of all things moft with to be acquaint- 
ed with. There is, indeed, in it the com- 
pleateft knowledge of Men and Manners, and 
of the various Oeconomy of Things : There 
is whatever is moft exquifite in Wit, Eloquence, 
Politicks, moral Reflexion. 

‘ Much more, in fhort, might be urged in 
commendation of thefe Epz/tles, were it need- 
ful ; but their Merit is already abundantly 
known to the Learned: And as this fhort cha> 
raéter of them will be enough to give a ge- 
neral Idea of the Work to others, we need 
only add further the judgments of an illuftri- 
ous ancient, and of a modern Writer upon it, 
the one Atticus’s Friend and Relation, the 
other a Countryman of our own. 


“ Of how eafy and fweet a Temper Atticus 
was - ~---may be gather’d from the fixtcen 
Books of Letters, written to him by Tal. 
Whoever reads thefe Letters, will find in 
them one continued Thread of the Hiftory 
of thofe Times; viz. A regular Relation of 
whatever paffed from the time that Zu//y was 
firft a Candidate for the Confulfhip, to the 
end of his Life. The Accounts there given 
of the Manners and Views of the Leading 
Men of the Commonwealth, and of the 
P 4 ** Cor- 
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“© Corruption of the Generals, and the feveral 
“‘ Changes in the State, are fo full, that we 
“ are left in the dark in nothing : We may 
even plainly fee from thence, that Prudence 
or Forefight does in fome meafure fupply the 
place of Prophecy ; for Cicero did not only 
“¢ foretel what happen’d in his own Life-time, 
but even pointed out, as it were by infpi- 
ration, thofe Things which now daily come 
to pafs.” 


| 2 a 2 
nn Un 


A «ef 
a wn 


ee 


Corn. Nep. Titus Pomp. Atticus. 


‘© T think thefe Letters the moft valuable 
piece of all Antiquity both for Ufe and En- 
** tertainment ; enlarging as well as inftru€ting 
“© our minds {till more every time we read 
“ them ; fhining with new beauties, and giving 
“° clearer light towards managing the moft im- 
“ portant Affairs.” 
Shefheld D. of Bucks. Vol. 11. of bis Works, 
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Then follows a Tranflation of the firft Let- 
ter to Atticus, by way of Specimen, in four 
large Quarto pages, which we are forry we have 
not here room to infert. 

The Subfcription is one Guinea, to be paid 
at the time of fubfcribing. A few Copies are 
printed on fine Royal Paper, at two Guineas 


per Sett. 


The Book is in great forwardnefs, and will 
be finifh’d and the Copies deliver’d very foon. 
Subfcriptions are taken in by Mr. Iunys, in St. 
Paul’s Church-yard ; where Propofals and a Spe- 
cimen may be had. 
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Po AoR I 3. 
I. E have lately publifhed a great and 


extraordinary performance, by the 
learned and incomparable F. Cafel. ’Tis 
a Wolume of near oo pages in a large 
4to, intitled, Mathematique Univerfell abregée, 
al ufage & a la portée de tout le Monde, princi- 
palement de jeunes Sezgueurs, Ingenieurs, Phyfici- 
ens, Artiftess &c. Ou Pon donne une notion geue- 
rale de toutes les Sciences Mathematiques ; €& une 
Connoiffance particulier des Sciences geometriques, 
au Nombre de cinquant cingue Traittes. Impri- 
mée chez P. Simon. 1728. 


In the firft 200 pages of this noble Work he 
gives a general Plan and Idea of all the mathe- 
matical Sciences, with a very clear and elegant 
explication of each branch, throughout the 
whole extent and compafs of this by far the 
moft valuable and important part of human 
knowledge ; and this both in general and in 
particular, defcending even to the loweft and 
minuteft detail thereof, with the utmoft accu- 
racy and exa¢tnefs. 

After this he enters upon the confideration of 
Geometry in particular ; firft premifing feveral 
Traéts and Differtations upon the feveral me- 
thods the moft proper to be ufed whether in 
learning or teaching the Mathematicks; and 
this again he confiders either as relating to the 
Mathematicks in genert], or Geometry in par- 
ticular. 

. Then he begins with what he calls fimple Geo- 
metry, which includes all the principles of A- 
rithmetical, Algebraical, and Analytical Calcu- 

: lation, 
















































































ee ea 


a eS ee 











234 The Prefent State of Art. 26. 


lation, the doétrine of Proportions, that of 
fimple Equations, the Elements of Euclid, and 
practical Geometry. 

After this he proceeds to what he terms /a 


.Geometrie Compofée, containing the whole do- 
‘ €&rine of the numerical and literal Calculation, 


or Arithmetick and Algebra, the doétrine of 
Analyfis, and whatever relates to the Conick 
Sections. 

And laft of all he comes te the new and moft 
fublime Geometry, what the French call La 
Geometrie tranfcendant; and here we have the 
whole doctrine and fcience of Infinites unfolded 
after a very new and peculiar manner, equally 
inftruCtive as entertaining; and confidered too 
in all poffible lights and views: its Phyfick, 
Metaphyfick and Arithmetick, the Exponenti- 
al, Integral, and Differential Caleus, as the 
French term it, or the direét and inverfe me- 
thod of Fluxions ; the whole fcience and do- 
Grine of Curves, their defcription, compari« 
fon, analyfis, and places. Concluding with a 
large treatife of Quadratures, where are con- 
tained a great number of new and very curious 
difcoveries ; and among others, there’s a mee 
thod for infinitely great Quanties, where he 
reduces to an exaét eftimate in numbers, 
the fmalleft and moft minute differences 
of things, fquares an infinitely great Circle, 
as alfo an infinitely {mall one, as exactly as an 
Ellipfis or a Parabola, &c. We fhould never 
have done were we to enter into the particulars 
of all that is new and curious in this excellent 
Work, but we defign to give a much fuller and 
exacter account thereof hereafter in another 
Journal. 


II, Mr. 
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Il. Mr. Crevier, Profeffor of the Be/les Let- 
tres in the Univerfity of Paris, and the fo juft- 
ly admir’d Author of the Criticifm upon F. Har- 
douin’s Pliny, has publifhed Propofals for a new 
Edition of Livy, in which he has already made 
a great progrefs. 


III. The Widow Piffot and Alexis Mefnier 
have lately publifh’d a very ingenious Tra&, 
which has been generally efteemed, and univer- 
fally read here, entituled, 4Letter from a¥French 
Comedian, written occaftonally on the hiftory of the 
Italian Zheatre, by Signior Riccoboni, contain- 
ing a faithful Extract of that Work, with Re- 
marks. In 12°. 


IV. Mr. Martin, a Bookfeller in Rue St, 
Facques, at the Golden Star, is printing the Ca- 
talogue of the Library of the late Mr. Le Blauc, 
Minifter and Secretary of State, which will 
fhortly be fold here, 


MONTPELIER. 


Obn Maftell, Printer to the Royal Academy 
of Sciences in this City, has juft now prinr- 
ed, by the direction of the Academy, the Ex- 
traé of its Regifters of Thurfday the 2d day 
of December 1728. ‘This piece contains an hi- 
{torical Eloge of the late Marquis De Cafes, 
Honorary Fellow of the Society, read in the 
publick Affembly of that day, by Mr. Gautheron 
their perpetual Secretary. This Eloge is fcllow’d 
by an Extraét of three Pieces, read at the fame 
meeting. It makes a pamphlet in 4to. 


How. 
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How concife foever this {mall Volume may 
be, it very well deferves the attention and re- 
gard of the publick, as well with refpeét to the 
things contained therein, as to the manner in 
which they are treated. 

We impart it to the publick with fo much 
the greater fatisfaction, that in all likelihood it 
will foon be followed by feveral more of the 
fame fort. For we are now inform’d, that for 
the future that learned Society will be in a bet- 
ter condition than ever to oblige the publick 
with the fruits of their labours, in caufing the 
Works of their feveral Members to be oftner 
and more regularly printed than formerly. 


AMSTERDAM. 


I. M* Mortier is printing here Dr. Echara’s 
Roman Hiftory, tranflated into French 

by L’Abbe des Fontaines, in 6 Volumes 12°. It 

may be bound in 3, being in a {mall character. 


II. They are alfo printing in this City, for a 
Bookfeller at the Hague, all the Works of Mr. Le 
Fontaine, from the laft Paris and Antwerp Edi- 
tion, in three Volumes in 129. ! 


HAMBURGH. 
M* Arpe, already known in the Common- 


wealth of Learning, on account of feve- 
ral curious Treatifes, and ‘chiefly by his Apology 
for the famous Atheift Vanini, is fhortly to give 
us a fecond Edition of this laft Work. It will be 
enlarg’d by Mr. de Ja Forcade, with a Copy of Va- 
nini’s Tryal added to illuftrate that Hiftory. 








